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The 1950’s

I. Introduction
Life after WWII was a time of fear, prosperity ($), and change. Veterans, men who served in war, had the opportunity to pursue a college education or train for a skilled occupation.  The fear of nuclear weapons and Communism affected Americans lives.  The population in the U.S. grew rapidly, Americans enjoyed the highest standard of living ever known, and people began to leave the cities and move to the suburbs.  New television shows emerged based around westerns, super heroes, and suburban families.  Rock and roll became the popular form of music. 

DIRECTIONS: Read the stations about life in the 1950’s. For each thing, decide how this was an “American dream” and an “American Nightmare”.  
	STATION
	AMERICAN DREAM—POSITIVE THINGS ABOUT THE 1950’S
	AMERICAN NIGHTMARE—NEGATIVE THINGS ABOUT THE 1950’S

	GI BILL
	The GI Bill was an American dream because _____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________.


	The GI Bill was an American nightmare because ______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________.


	BABY BOOM
	The baby boom was an American dream because _______________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
	The baby boom was an American nightmare because ______________________________

______________________________________

_____________________________________.



	SUBURBAN LIVING 


	Suburban living was an American dream because _______________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.
	Suburban living was an American nightmare because ______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________.


	CAR CRAZY 
	Cars were an American dream because ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.
	Cars were an American nightmare because _____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________.


	MUSIC
	Music was an American dream because ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.
	Music was an American nightmare because _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________.


	T.V.
	 Television was an American dream because ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.
	Television was an American nightmare because _____________________________________

_____________________________________
______________________________________.



	TOYS, GAMES, & CLOTHING 


	Toys, games, and clothing were an American dream because _________________________ ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.
	Toys, games, and clothing were an American nightmare because ______________________ ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.

	SCHOOL LIFE


	School life was an American dream because ______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________.
	School life was an American nightmare because ______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________.


**CONTINUE ON BACK(

DIRECTIONS: Using the information from your chart, evaluate whether the 1950’s time period was an “American Dream” or an “American Nightmare”.  Fill in the template below using specific examples.  
SUGGESTIONS: BABY BOOM, INTERSTATE HIGHWAY ACT, SUBURBS, FEAR OF NUCLEAR ATTACK, GI BILL. YOU ARE NOT LIMITED TO THESE SUGGESTIONS.


The 1950’s was a time period of fear, change, and prosperity.  There were both positive and negative things that took place in the 1950’s; however, the 1950’s was more of an “American dream”/ more of an “American nightmare” (circle one). This is because (State 2 examples that match your argument) 


___













 and 
___














___.

Even though there were good things/bad things (circle side that is opposite your argument), such as _______

________________________________________________ and ________________________________________

__________________________________, this was outweighed by good things/bad things (circle side that matches your argument), such ______________________________________________, ___________________

_______________________________________and _________________________________________________.   
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