Creating A New Government – The Critical Period (1776-1787)

The former colonies, now the free and independent United States of America, needed to create their own government after winning the American Revolution.  Many American leaders did not trust powerful governments since America was originally controlled by the English King.  Therefore, the first U.S. government, The Articles of Confederation, was kept weak on purpose.  Although this weak government prevented one person from controlling the government, it also proved too weak to make laws and protect the country.  The Articles did not allow for taxation or even raising an army, but was successful at creating guidelines to admit new states into the Union.  After Shay’s Rebellion (a farmer’s rebellion), the Founders knew it was time for a change.  Representatives from the now 13 states, met at the Constitutional Convention (1787-1789) to create a new government.     


Getting all the states to agree on how a new and more powerful government would operate was not easy.  Many compromises had to be agreed upon so that all the states could be sure that they would not be overpowered by the new national government.  There were many differences especially between Northern and Southern States (over slavery and taxation), big states and small states (over representation in Congress) and Federalists (people who wanted a strong central government) and Anti-Federalists (people who wanted a weak central government and argued that the central government held power).   The Compromises included the Great Compromises (creating a Bi-Cameral – two-house legislature), the controversial 3/5’s compromise over how slaves are counted for representation/taxation and the Bill of Rights.  The U.S. Constitution split the national government up into three branches so that there would be a separation of powers.  One branch would make the laws (Legislative- Congress), another branch would enforce the laws (Executive – President), and the third branch would judge and decided the meaning of the laws (Judicial- Supreme Court).  Power was separated into three branches and each branch was given the ability to limit the power of the other branches.  This is called checks and balances.


The Constitution also divided power between the national government and state governments.  This system is called federalism and it allows state governments and the national government to share power and responsibilities. The new government created by the U.S. Constitution was not immediately accepted by all the states.  People began to argue for and against the Constitution.  Many people felt that the new government was too powerful and would violate the rights of the citizens just as Britain had done.  In order to get the Constitution approved, a Bill of Rights was added that guaranteed that certain important rights such as freedom of speech would not be taken away by the new national government.  These became the First Ten Amendments.   The Convention also created a Ratification Process to add and change amendments, and The Elastic Clause – where the Constitution can change as the needs of the country change over time.  Despite all of the compromises, it took a lot of effort to convince people to ratify the Constitution.   James Madison, Jon Jay and Alexander Hamilton wrote The Federalist Papers to convince the other states and their representatives to do ratify the constitution.   In September 1787, the Constitution was ratified.  
1)  Federalism – the sharing of power between state governments and the national government
2)  State Government – Government in charge of individual states. (NY’s is located in Albany, NY)

3)  Federal/Central/National Government – Government in charge of the country. (this is located is in DC)

4)  Federalists- argued for a strong federal government
5)  AntiFederalists- argued for a weak federal government, strong state governments and a Bill of Rights

6)  Articles of Confederation- the first attempt at a US government.  It had a weak federal government and didn’t have the power to collect taxes or raise an army.

7)  Shay’s Rebellion – farmers’ rebellion which convinced people the Articles of Confederation were too weak.  

8)  Constitution- a document that outlines how the government is structured

9)  Amendment- a change to the Constitution
10)  Bill of Rights- The first 10 Amendments to the Constitution that guarantee basic freedoms for citizens

11)  3/5ths Compromise- 5 slaves would count as 3 people when determining a state’s representation and taxes.

12)  Great Compromise- made states with small population and states with large populations happy by creating a bi-cameral legislature.   It creates the Senate (2 representatives from each state) and the House of Representatives (each state has an amount of representatives based on its population). 

13)  Checks and Balances- the system where each branch of government can limit the powers of the other branches

14)  Legislative Branch- branch of government that makes laws called the Congress.

15)  BiCameral Legislature - the two-house system in Congress made up of the Senate & House of Representatives
16)  Senate- the upper house of Congress where each state gets the same 2 votes

17)  The House of Representatives- the lower house where each state gets more or less votes based on its population

18)  Bill- an idea for a law
19)  Veto- when the President refuses to sign a Congress approved bill into a law

20)  Executive Branch- branch of government that enforces laws. Run by the president

21)  Electoral College- a controversial system by which the U.S. President is selected indirectly – each state has a certain number of electors (points) which the president receives based if he wins the popular vote of the state. A president can win without the majority of the popular vote.  

22)  Judicial Branch- the branch of government that interprets the laws. Run by the courts.

23)  Elastic Clause – part of the Constitution which allows it to “stretch” or change based on needs of the time.   

24)  Federalist Papers – papers written to convince people to support the constitution

25)  Ratify – approve/give consent.  

Questions:

1. At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the Great Compromise resolved the issue of

1. representation 

2. taxation 

3. slavery 

4. control of trade 

2.Which heading best completes the partial outline?

	I.____________________________________

A. Representation
B. Slave trade
C. Taxation
D. Election of the president


1. Causes of the Revolutionary War 

2. Provisions of the Treaty of Paris, 1783 

3. Protections under the 10th Amendment 

4. Compromises at the Constitutional Convention 
3. A major reason the Antifederalists opposed the ratification of the United States Constitution was because the Constitution

1. created a national bank 

2. lacked a provision for a federal court system 

3. failed to provide for the direct election of members of the House of Representatives 

4. changed the balance of power between the state and national governments 

4. In terms of representation in the United States Congress, which state benefited most from the three-fifths compromise reached at the Constitutional Convention of 1787?

     1. Massachusetts 
     2. New Jersey 
     3. New York 
     4. Virginia


5. Which idea did the Founding Fathers include in the Constitution that allows Congress to meet the needs of a changing society?

1. federalism 
2. separation of powers 
3. the elastic clause 
4. States rights
6. "There can be no liberty if the same man or the same group has executive, legislative, and judicial control."
Which political idea would the author of this statement most likely support?

1. States rights 
2. separation of powers 
3. socialism 
4. Federalism

7. Which statement about the United States House of Representatives is accurate?

1. Representatives are chosen by the legislatures of their states. 
2. The Constitution allows each state two representatives. 
3. The number of representatives from each state is based on its population. 
4. The political party of the president always holds a majority of House seats.

8. A system of checks and balances was included in the United States Constitution because the authors were concerned about

1. one branch of government becoming too strong 
2. the states having too much power 
3. the people having a voice in government 
4. the military gaining control of the United States

9. Those who supported the ratification of the United States Constitution promised to add a bill of rights in order to
1. encourage economic development 
2. prevent the return of English control over the new nation 
3. increase the power of the National Government over the states 
4. persuade the anti-Federalists to accept the Constitution

10. At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the Great Compromise resolved the issue of

1. representation 
2. taxation 
3. slavery 
4. control of trade

11. Federalism is best described as the

1. authority to make and enforce decisions based on a written constitution 
2. difference in the function of the public and private sectors of the economy 
3. divisions of power between a national government and state governments 
4. use of checks and balances between the three branches of government

12. Which statement about the electoral college system is accurate?

1. The number of electoral votes a state receives is based on its geographic size. 
2. A candidate can be elected president without the majority of the popular vote. 
3. Presidential candidates are forced to campaign equally in every state. 
4. The total number of electoral votes has increased with each census.

13. What was the primary reason for holding the Constitutional Convention of 1787?

1. outlaw slavery in both the North and the South 
2. place taxes on imports and exports 
3. revise the Articles of Confederation 
4. reduce the power of the federal government
14. In the 1780’s, many Americans distrusted a strong central government. This distrust is best shown by the

1. lack of debate over the ratification of the United States Constitution 

2. plan of government set up by the Articles of Confederation 

3. development of a Federal court system 

4. constitutional provision for a strong President 

15. The authors of the United States Constitution believed that the voice of the people should be heard frequently. Which part of the Government was instituted to respond most directly to the will of the people?

1. Senate 

2. House of Representatives 

3. Supreme Court 

4. Presidency 
16. One way in which the United States Constitution differed from the Articles of Confederation was that the Constitution

1. created a national government having three branches 

2. provided for the direct election of the President by the voters 

3. made the amendment process more difficult 

4. increased the powers of the states 
17. One way in which the authors of the Constitution tried to create “limited government” was by providing for

1. a loyal opposition through a two-party system 

2. a division of power between the national and state governments 

3. the establishment of naturalization laws 

4. the popular election of Federal judge

18. Antifederalists criticized the United States Constitution primarily because governing power was concentrated in the

1. State legislatures 

2. President’s Cabinet 

3. delegates to the Constitutional Convention 

4. National Government 

19. The United States Government is considered a federal system because

1. national laws must be passed by both houses of Congress 

2. powers are divided between the State and National Governments 

3. the States are guaranteed a republican form of government 

4. the President is selected by the electoral college 

20. The Bill of Rights was added to the United States Constitution to

1. provide the president with the power to enforce the laws 

2. protect individuals’ civil liberties 

3. establish a presidential cabinet 

4. guarantee voting privileges to all citizens 

21. What was an important accomplishment of the central government under the Articles of Confederation?

1. elimination of debts from the Revolutionary War 

2. removal of all British troops from North America 

3. formation of a national policy relating to Native American Indians 

4. development of guidelines for the admission of new states into the Union 

22. The Federalist Papers were published in 1787 and 1788 to help gain support for

1. a bill of rights 

2. the ratification of the Constitution 

3. a weaker central government 

4. the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 

