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                                                                                          Ms. Sarno & Ms. Albu

Allen Barge, Principal

   American History Semester 2

The Civil Rights Movement- Brown v. the Board of Education
I. Introduction
Throughout U.S. History, discrimination has limited the lives of millions of Americans.  One group that has faced discrimination has been African Americans.  After the Civil War, African Americans gained rights; however, their civil rights have been limited by different American groups, particularly, whites.  In the North, qualified (capable/skilled) African Americans have been banned from good jobs and decent housing.  In the South, laws were enforced (put into effect) that allowed segregation, which means that black and whites can have separate public facilities, such as schools, theaters, restaurants, and even restrooms!  Many African Americans argued that the facilities for blacks were inferior (not the same or as nice) to white facilities.  In 1896, a lawsuit challenged segregation.  This famous court case was Plessy v. Ferguson.  Homer Plessy, a black man, took a seat in the white section of a train car.  Plessy was arrested for breaking the law.  When the case went to Supreme Court, the ruling said that SEPARATE IS EQUAL, which meant that segregation was legal (allowed) as long as the facilities for blacks and whites were equal.  By the 1954, a new court case, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954), came about which challenged segregation again.    
DIRECTIONS: Read about the methods used in the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka to challenge segregation laws during the Civil Rights Movement, as well as Eisenhower’s method used in the Little Rock Crisis.  Respond to the question below using specific details.
	BACKGROUND OF COURT CASE:
	Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 

In 1954, Oliver Brown of Topeka, Kansas, decided to challenge the Kansas law. He asked the school board to let his daughter, Linda, attend a nearby white school rather than a distant black school to which she had been assigned. When board members refused, Brown filed a suit against the school board with the help of the NAACP. The Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka reached the Supreme Court arguing that they wanted schools to be integrated (blacks and whites ARE not separated, but together) not segregated.  


	ARGUMENT

USED IN COURT:
	The Doll Test
Kenneth Bancroft Clark, designed a test to study the psychological effects of segregation on black children.  He showed the dolls to black children between the ages of 3 and 7 and asked which they favored.  The majority of black children selected the white doll and said the white doll has positive characteristics.  The Clarks also gave children outline drawings of a boy and girl and asked them to color the figures the same color as themselves. Many of the children with dark complexions colored the figures with a white or yellow crayon. The Clarks concluded that “prejudice, discrimination, and segregation” caused black children to develop a sense of inferiority (feel below others) and self-hatred. 


	SUPREME COURT RULING:
	Chief Justice Earl Warren

 “Does segregation of children in public schools solely (only) based on race, even though the facilities may be equal, deprives (deny) the children of the minority group of equal education opportunities – WE BELIEVE IT DOES!  To separate them from others of similar age and qualifications solely based on their race generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone.”



	HOW DID THE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION COURT CASE OVERTURN (CANCEL OUT) PLESSY V. FERGUSON COURT CASE?
	

	AFTERMATH: 
	Little Rock Crisis
Many Americans were shocked by the Brown decision.  In the South, whites began campaigns of “massive resistance” to public school desegregation. Although the Supreme Court had ordered that school integration go forward “with all deliberate speed” (have whites and blacks together in schools), many school systems went against the ruling.  In Little Rock, Arkansas, nine African American students were chosen to attend Central High (which was once an all white high school).  However, the governor of Arkansas ordered the National Guard to prevent the students from entering Central High School.  As result President Eisenhower, as commander and chief, had to make sure integration was in place and told the National Guards they must allow the black students to enter the school.


	DO YOU THINK THE METHODS USED IN THE BROWN CASE AND THE BRAVERY OF EISENHOWER WERE EFFECTIVE?
	


Regents Questions:

1. In Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), the Supreme Court ruled that

1. states may not secede from the Union 

2. all western territories should be open to slavery 

3. racial segregation was constitutional 

4. slaves are property and may not be taken from their owners 

2. Which generalization can most accurately be drawn from a study of Supreme Court cases Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education?

1. The Supreme Court has issued consistent decisions in cases involving rights of the accused. 

2. Supreme Court decisions are accepted without public controversy. 

3. The Justices believe that social issues are best left for state courts to decide. 

4. The Supreme Court has helped to determine public policy. 
3. "Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal." 

-Brown v. Board of Education

The effect of this Supreme Court ruling was to

1. establish affirmative action programs in higher education 

2. require the integration of public schools 

3. desegregate the armed forces and the military academies 

4. force states to spend an equal amount on each public school student 
	 “We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.”
—Brown v. Board of Education (1954)


4. 
Which constitutional idea was the basis for this Supreme Court decision?

1. protection against double jeopardy 

2. freedom of speech 

3. right of assembly 

4. equal protection of the law 

5. Which pair of Supreme Court cases demonstrates that the Supreme Court can change an earlier decision?

1. Schenck v. United States and United States v. Nixon 
2. Korematsu v. United States and Miranda v. Arizona 
3. Gideon v. Wainwright and Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States 
4. Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka

6. When President Dwight D. Eisenhower sent Federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, during the 1957 school integration crisis, he was exercising his constitutional power as

1. Chief Legislator 

2. Commander-in-Chief 

3. Chief Diplomat 

4. Head of State 
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