Building A New Nation and the Age of Jacksonian Democracy 
After the Constitution was ratified, the representatives unanimously elected George Washington to be America’s first President.   Washington knew that he would be setting important precedents (important firsts).   Washington was the first person to create a cabinet (groups of advisors and specialized departments).  This was part of the Unwritten Constitution (powers not specifically listed in the Constitution).  Washington set another example on the homefront by demonstrating the Federal Government would exercise their power to strike down domestic uprisings during the Whiskey Rebellion.  Another part of the Unwritten Constitution that Washington establishes is that Presidents only serve for two terms – after Washington’s second term, he chose not to run again.   His Farewell Address, at the end of his presidency is also important because in it, Washington outlines a policy of isolationism – warning America to stay away from foreign affairs.  Washington also established Future Presidents would both follow and debate this policy.   Washington also warned against political parties, but people took sides over political issues and eventually formed the Federalist Party and the Democratic-Republicans.   In 1796, John Adams defeated Thomas Jefferson to become the 2nd President.  During Adams’ Presidency, America almost went to war with France over the XYZ Affair and in response Adams passed the Alien and Sedition Act which limited rights during time of war.  The election of 1800 saw the peaceful transfer of power between two presidents after Adams lost to Jefferson (this was known as “The Revolution of 1800).   In 1803 the 3rd U.S. President, Thomas Jefferson, made the Louisiana Purchase from the French Emperor Napoleon. This purchase, which Jefferson made Constitutional by calling it a treaty, more than doubled the territory of the U.S (westward expansion). The Louisiana Purchase demonstrates that Jefferson changed his original view that the constitution should be interpreted strictly to that it should be interpreted loosely.  This treaty between the US and France gave the U.S. full control of rich natural resources and the Mississippi River and the port of New Orleans. This rich and plentiful land was attractive to many American settlers.  

As America began expanding, it began having problems.   England began instigating America and America’s 4th President, James Madison, declared war (with Congress’s approval) on England.  This became known as The War of 1812.   It was a draw, but its long term significance is that America established itself as a legitimate power.  America used its new power to protect its interests.   In 1823, President James Monroe in his State of the Union Address to Congress issued the Monroe Doctrine which declared that the Western Hemisphere was not allowed to be colonized any more by the European Powers – this was now America’s area.  It is debated if the policy was expansionist (expanding America’s power) or keeping with George Washington’s policy of isolationism.   Regardless, America, in just under 40 years as a nation, was becoming a powerful country.  

Throughout his political career as a representative from Tennessee and then as President, Jackson was a champion of the common man.  Jackson’s support for changes and the following era of those changes became known as “The Age of Jacksonian Democracy.”   Jacksonian democracy was built on the following general principles:  extended suffrage (voting rights) – voting rights were given to all white men, manifest destiny (it is our right to expand West), patronage (giving offices to supporters – such as Jackson’s Spoil System), strict constructionism (strict reading of the Constitution – although many debate how much Jackson did this), laissez-faire economics (government should stay out of economics) and an opposition to banks.  In order to help laissez-faire economics and stop what Jackson believed was the corruption of the Bank of the United States (Jackson believed that too few were getting too rich at the price of farmers and laborers), Jackson refused to renew the Bank re-Charter Act in 1832.  As a result, the national bank closed down.    This unfortunately led to the Panic of 1837 and an economic depression because local banks ran out of gold and silver and had to shut down.   


Jackson also believed the two other branches of government were becoming too powerful and corrupt.   During his time as President, he vetoed most of the bills that came from Congress.    He also was the first President to challenge the Supreme Court’s power of judicial review.  In 1830, Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act which allowed the President to buy Indian lands and then give them new lands in the West and put them onto reservations.   The Cherokee Nation sued the U.S. government and the case went all the ways up to the Supreme Court.   In the case of Worcester v. Georgia the Supreme Court said that this act was illegal.    However, in response Jackson stated, “John Marshall has made his decision, now let him enforce it!”   Jackson and the following President Martin Van Buren moved thousands of Indians onto reservations (now present day Oklahoma).   This was unfortunately a sad episode in American History because 800 Indians died along the way from starvation, poor nutrition and drowning in poor government transports and became known as The Trail of Tears. 


Jackson also strengthened the system of Federalism and enforce that the Federal Government was stronger than the states.   States’ Rights have been an issue since the founding of America, and this issue came to a head with the Nullification Crisis of 1832.  When North Carolina wanted to nullify (cancel) a federal tariff (trade tax that was being placed on good being brought into the nation.  It was to protect domestic manufacturers to having to compete with lower priced goods made by other countries), Jackson was prepared to send the army to the state to enforce the tariff.   Fortunately, Congressman Henry Clay stepped in and created a compromise tariff.   However, the issue of sectionalism (northern vs. southern states) and states’ rights was becoming an issue that was going to tear the country apart.   
Important Vocabulary
1) Precedent – something done that is followed by others. 

2)  Unwritten Constitution – powers, procedures and traditions that become precedent but are not specifically listed in the Constitution

3)  Cabinet – the President’s group of political advisors. (part of unwritten Constitution)

4)  Whiskey Rebellion – farmers’ rebellion over a whiskey tax.  President Washington uses the army to put down the rebellion to show the strength of the Federal Government.

5)  Farewell Address – Washington’s letter to the nation when he chooses not to run again.  In it, Washington stresses a future policy of isolationism/neutrality and warns against political parties.  

6)  Isolationism – a policy of neutrality – America should not be involved in foreign affairs.  

7)  Political Parties – organizations that represent a set of political (and social and economic) beliefs.   The first two political parties where the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans.  

8)  XYZ Affair – When France tried to blackmail America to pay France to stop attacking ships.   Leads to “The Quasi-War” between America and France.  

9)  Alien and Sedition Acts – Acts passed by President Adams that limit rights and speech against the government during time of war and are anti-immigrant.  

10)  Revolution of 1800 Jefferson defeats Adams in the election of 1800.   Adams peacefully transfers the Presidency to Jefferson.   This is the first peaceful political exercise of democracy/exchange of office in American history.  

11)  Louisiana Purchase  a treaty President Thomas Jefferson made with France that doubled the size of the U.S and gave the U.S. full control of the Great Plains, Mississippi River and New Orleans. 

12)  Strict Constructionist - a person who interprets the Constitution exactly as it is written, word for word.

13)  Loose Constructionist- a person who interprets the Constitution in a loose flexible way and may stretch the meaning of the Constitution.  
14)  War of 1812 – A war between the US and England which was fought over trade rights. The US barely won and the White House was burned down.  The significance is that America is now respected as a legitimate and powerful nation.   

15)  Alexander Hamilton – advisor to President Washington who supported the creation of a National Bank
16)  Lewis and Clark - explorers hired by President Jefferson explore the Louisiana Territory 

17)  State of the Union Address – Part of the unwritten Constitution – the President addresses Congress (and now the nation) and tells them his plans for America, what he wants done, etc.   

18)  Monroe Doctrine- This was the nickname for President Monroe’s State of the Union Address that said that Europe should not interfere with the West (North & South America), the Western Hemisphere is the U.S.’s area, and the U.S. would not get involved in European affairs.  

19) Spoils System – Jackson gave political posts to his supporters.

20) Rotation System – Government employees can only serve 4 years

21)  Kitchen Cabinet – Jackson consulted with his friends more than his cabinet.

22) Indian Removal Act of 1830 – Jackson orders the Cherokee and other Indian nations removed West onto reservations (special land just for Indians).

23)  Worcester v. Georgia – Cherokees sue in the Supreme Court saying that they cannot be removed.  The Supreme Court sides with the Cherokees, but Andrew Jackson ignores the Supreme Court’s ruling and moves the Indians onto reservations anyway.  (“Marshall made his ruling, now let him enforce it.”)

24) Trail of Tears – When the Cherokees were moved from Georgia to Nebraska, 800 of them die on the way due to traveling in bad conditions and using poor equipment to travel with.

25)  Vetoing Congress – Jackson did not like the power that Congress and Congressmen had too much power and were corrupt.  He vetoed many of Congress’s bills and did not take their advice in foreign and domestic policy.  

26)  War with the Bank of the U.S. (BUS) – Jackson believed that the national bank only helped the wealthy class and hurt the poor.  He vetoed its re-charter (renewal).  When the bank closed, every state had its own main bank.  This complication led to The Panic of 1837. 

27)  The Panic of 1837 -- where many banks closed and people lost their money.   

28)  Nullification Crisis – When North Carolina wanted to not follow and nullify a federal law and Jackson was prepared to send the army to enforce the law.   

29)  Sectionalism – conflict between Northern and Southern interests in the country.  

30)States Rights:  the political ideology that states have individual rights and do not have to listen to everything the federal government says.   

31) Jacksonian Democracy:  time period in American history, when suffrage was extended to all men, and there was increased participation by people in government and politics.   

32) Manifest Destiny:   belief America has the God-given right to expand West and fill the entire continent.   

33) laissez-faire economics – economic ideology that government should stay out of economics.  

Questions: 

1. What were two key precedents established by George Washington during his presidency?

1. aid to farmers and the end of the slave trade 

2. universal male suffrage and support for political parties 

3. foreign policy of neutrality and the use of presidential advisors 

4. protective tariffs and foreign alliances during peacetime

2. An example of the use of the unwritten constitution is the creation of the

1. presidential veto 
2. United States Navy 
3. federal postal system 
4. president's cabinet

3. A major purpose of the president's cabinet is to

1. offer advice on important issues 
2. nominate ambassadors 
3. conduct impeachment trials 
4. regulate the amount of money in circulation

4. "It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world..." - George Washington, Farewell Address.
In the 1920s and 1930s, some Americans used this statement to justify a policy of

1. isolationism 
2. collective security 
3. mercantilism 
4. imperialism

5. Washington's Proclamation of Neutrality (1793) and the Monroe Doctrine (1823) were efforts to

1.  avoid political conflicts with European nations 
2. directly support European revolutions 
3. aid Great Britain in its war against France 
4. promote military alliances
6. The Louisiana Purchase had great geographic significance for the United States because it

1. reduced British control of North America 
2. focused the United States on westward expansion 
3. extended United States control over Mexico 
4. decreased tensions with Native American Indians

7. The Louisiana Purchase initially presented a dilemma for President Thomas Jefferson because he believed it would

1. lead to war with Great Britain 
2. bankrupt the new nation 
3. force Native American Indians off their lands 
4. violate his strict constructionist view of the Constitution

8. In 1823, the Monroe Doctrine was established mainly because the United States wanted to

1. keep control of Alaska and Hawaii 
2. establish more colonies in Latin America 
3. support England's attempt to keep its empire in Central America 
4. warn Europe against any further colonization in Latin America

9. Which proposal was included in Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton's financial plans in the 1790s?

1. incentives to encourage agricultural expansion 
2. creation of a national bank 
3. direct taxes on the states to support government operations 
4. free trade with other nations

10. On what grounds would strict constructionists of the United States Constitution have questioned the purchase of the Louisiana Territory?

1. It violated the guarantee of states' rights. 
2. The president was not specifically given the power to purchase new land. 
3. Congress was opposed to expansion west of the Mississippi River. 
4. The Constitution applied only to the original thirteen states.

11. During the presidency of Andrew Jackson, the spoils system resulted in

1. federal laws being nullified by the states 

2. elected officials rewarding their supporters with government jobs 

3. all free males being given the right to vote 

4. the end of political corruption in the federal government

12. The United States government is creating memorials along the Trail of Tears because it was

1. an important road used by settlers going to the frontier 
2. the location of injustices against many Native American Indians 
3. the site of victories by General Andrew Jackson during the War of 1812 
4. the route followed by the first transcontinental railroad

13. Which Supreme Court decision is most closely associated with the Trail of Tears?

1. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
2. Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 
3. Worcester v. Georgia (1832) 
4. Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)

14. According to the theory of laissez faire, the economy functions best when the government

1. subsidizes business so that it can compete worldwide 
2. regulates business for the good of the majority 

3. owns major industries 
4. does not interfere in business
15. Which term did Americans use in the 1840s to describe the idea that the United States should possess the entire continent?

1. containment 
2. globalization 
3. Manifest Destiny 
4. popular sovereignty
16. At times, the United States Government has passed protective tariffs to

1. encourage foreign trade 

2. help the nation’s manufacturers 

3. reduce the cost of consumer goods 

4. improve the quality of goods 

17. A major reason for the issuance of the Monroe Doctrine (1823) was to

1. discourage United States trade with Latin America 

2. defend the Panama Canal from Great Britain 

3. prevent further European colonization in the Caribbean region 

4. provide economic aid to Latin American nations 

	
	18. President Andrew Jackson claimed that use of the spoils system increased democracy in the federal government because it

1. passage of an amendment ending religious qualifications for voting 
2. extension of suffrage to Native American Indians 
3. end of property requirements for voting by many states 
4. arrival of more immigrants from nations with democratic governments


	
	19. President George Washington set a precedent for all future presidents by
1. appointing a career soldier to be Secretary of War 
2. choosing a friend to be Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
3. campaigning actively for the office 
4. creating a cabinet of advisors


20. One goal of Alexander Hamilton's financial plan was the establishment of a

	


1. stock exchange

2. national sales tax

3. federal income tax

4. national bank

