The Cold War (1945-1990), Civil Rights (1950’s-1960’s), Warren Court (1960’s-1970’s)
After World War II, America and The Soviet Union (Russia) were the only two superpowers left in a devastated world.  However, America, a capitalist and democratic country and Russia (known as The Soviet Union – U.S.S.R.) a Communist country, wanted to shape the post-war world in a way that would benefit them the most – either spreading capitalism or communism.   This started The Cold War – a war in which the two sides never fought each other, but fiercely competed in the arms race, space race and to protect and spread their ideologies across the world.  As World War II was ending, the Soviets were marching to Germany from the East, and the Americans from the West.  At the Yalta Conference  (February 1945), the Big Three (America, Great Britain and Russia) agreed to let all of the countries they liberated from the Nazis stay free.  However, after Franklin Roosevelt died, Stalin broke the deal and at the Potsdam Conference (May 1945) he told British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and new U.S. President Harry S. Truman that he will keep his soldiers in the Eastern European countries and they will become part of a new Soviet Empire.  World War II was over, but Europe was split in two – the West being capitalist, democratic and free, but the East becoming Soviet Satellite States behind what was now known as the Communist “Iron Curtain.”  

To stop the spread of Communism, U.S. President and The National Security Council developed NSC-68 or The Containment Policy – stating that America will help other countries’ stop communism from spreading into them.   President Truman gave a speech known as The Truman Doctrine, which emphasized this.  His Secretary of State George Marshall developed The Marshall Plan to give financial aid to countries.  Germany was the center of the Cold War.  Berlin, the capital of Germany, was split into a free West and a Communist East.  Russia tried to starve West Berlin by blockading it (Berlin Blockade), but America helped West Berlin with The Berlin Airlift.  The U.S. also developed The North Atlantic Treaty Organization to protect European countries from Communism.   In response, the USSR formed the Warsaw Pact with its satellite nations.  


President Dwight D. Eisenhower began a policy known as The Domino Theory – this followed the containment policy; warning that if America did not stop Russia from spreading communism, neighboring countries would fall.  Eisenhower’s Presidency also saw the start of The Space Race, with Russia launching The Sputnik Satellite.   America would win the space race under President Richard M. Nixon, when America landed on the moon first (1969).  On the home front during Eisenhower’s Presidency, there was another Red Scare and wave of McCarthyism, where many Americans were suspected of being Communists and Russian spies.   People also became conformist to fit in and show they were true Americans.  


In 1949, China became Communist when Chairman Mao Zedong overthrew the Democratic Government.   To avoid a Communist Domino effect in all of Asia, the United States needed to make a stand in Asia.  From 1950-1953, America fought The Korean War, protecting capitalist South Korea, from Communist North Korea.  This was one of two proxy (side) and limited wars (limited objectives America fought to protect its Democratic friends from Communism.   In 1954, America began getting involved in Vietnam (which, like Korea, was split into a Communist North and Capitalist South), when the North tried to unite the country under Communism.   From 1965-1975, America fought The Vietnam War, trying to protect capitalist South Vietnam from Communist North Vietnam, but unfortunately failed to do so, and Vietnam and eventually most of South East Asia became Communist. Many protested against the Vietnam War. They did not like the draft, the numerous lives lost, and felt the U.S. should not be the international police.  Both the Korean War and Vietnam War were not officially declared wars by Congress!

For almost a hundred years after Reconstruction, African Americans in the South were living in fear and oppression as second-class citizens.  Segregation, racial separation, was the law of the land.  The Segregated South existed unchecked by the federal government until the Civil Rights Movement exploded in the 1960s.


The first response to segregation came as The Great Migration (1916-1930).  During this time seven million African-Americans from the Segregated South fled to large cities in the North (New York, Chicago, Detroit) in search of a better, desegregated life.  The Great Migration had a tremendous cultural effect on the North as black performers and artists expressed themselves in theatre, dance and jazz music. The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement started by artists living in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City. The movement impacted urban centers and challenged white racism.


In 1954, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People(NAACP) won a landmark Supreme Court Case called Brown V. The Board of Education, which ruled that segregation was unconstitutional and that The South would have to desegregate “with all due deliberate speed.”  Although the government told The South to do away with Segregation, many whites resisted fiercely. As whites resisted integration, many African American leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. began the march to equality during the Civil Rights Movement through civil disobedience and non-violent protests.  Rosa Parks began a 13-month strike of Alabama’s segregated buses (The Montgomery Bus Boycott) after refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger.


In 1964, President Johnson created The Great Society Program to fight poverty and racism.  In 1964, he signed The Civil Rights Act which prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion or ethnic origin.  Shortly after the Civil Right Act, The Voting Rights Act (1965) passed which ended poll taxes and literacy tests, allowing African Americans to vote in The South.


Civil Rights continue to be a major issue today as racism still exists in America.  In 1965, President Johnson signed the first Affirmative Action program, which allows colleges and professions to increase minority representation.  Some critics have challenged these programs as a form of reverse discrimination, which unfairly hurts whites.  Although affirmative action was upheld by the Supreme Court in California v. Bakker (1987), affirmative action faces an uncertain future.


During this time, the Warren Court (the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren) also ruled on many cases that affected the rights of the accused and the rights of all citizens.  These Supreme Court cases changed how law enforcement can find evidence and prosecute the accused.  

The 1960’s and 1970’s in America was a time of great controversy.  In 1953, President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed Earl Warren as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  During this time, the Warren Court (the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren) also ruled on many cases that affected the rights of the accused and the rights of all citizens.  Supreme Court cases such as Miranda v. Arizona, Escobedo v. Illinois, Mapp v. Ohio and Gideon v. Wainright changed how law enforcement can find evidence and prosecute the accused.  Engel v. Vitale made it illegal to force students to pray in school, separating Church and State.  The Warren Court’s most famous and impactful decision, though, was Brown v. Board of Ed, which helped to start the Civil Rights Movement by declaring segregation illegal.    

To try to help the Civil Rights Movement, President John F. Kennedy launched his “New Frontier Program” which tried to pass civil rights laws, end segregation and help blacks with job opportunities.  The New Frontier program also put money towards winning the Space Race with Russia and helping impoverished Americans.  While Kennedy did try to help America, the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba to overthrow Fidel Castro made him look very bad, although he was able to avoid nuclear war with Russia during the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Kennedy also began to get America deeper involved in Vietnam.  Kennedy was unfortunately assassinated in November 1963.     His vice-president, Lyndon B. Johnson took over for him.   Johnson continued domestic and foreign policies.  Domestically, Johnson continued both Kennedy’s New Frontier and FDR’s New Deal as he spent lots of government money, on his Great Society Program which wanted to help blacks (such as through his Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Affirmative Action) and all impoverished groups through his “War on Poverty” (creating Medicare, Medicaid and other spending).   


President Johnson also increased America’s involvement in Vietnam (which began under Eisenhower and increased under Kennedy), and with the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, he received permission from Congress to use force in Vietnam (although Vietnam was an undeclared war with no formal declaration of war) to protect South Vietnam from Communist North Vietnam.  The War lasted from 1965-1975.  The Vietnam War was very unpopular because many did not understand the need to go there to stop Communism from spreading and there was a draft, which many rich people were able to buy their way out of.  There were many protests, which were especially led by college students.  In the worst incident which occurred at Kent State, 4 students were killed by the Ohio National Guard.  High School students even protested; in a high school in Des Moines, students were suspended for wearing black armbands to protest the war, however, they sued and in the case of Tinker v. Des Moines, the Supreme Court said that the school violated their first amendment right.   Along with students, Civil Rights leaders and even Veterans (Vietnam Veterans Against the War) protested.  


President Johnson did not run for re-election and when President Richard M. Nixon won, he began the process of Vietnamization – withdrawing from Vietnam.   However, when America left, South Vietnam fell to Communism along with neighboring Cambodia and Laos.  Nixon also tried to create a policy of détente (reduction of nuclear arms) with Russia and open diplomatic talks with Communist China.  


There was several legal backlash from the Vietnam War.  Congress passed the War Powers Act to limit how long the President can use soldiers without a declaration of war (although future Presidents will ignore this rule since they are Commander-in-Chief).   The worst controversy came when papers showing the secret history of the Vietnam War were stolen from the Pentagon (military command center of U.S.) and then leaked to and published by the New York Times.  In Nixon v. N.Y. Times, the Supreme Court sided with the New York Times citing the First Amendment’s Freedom of Speech and Press.  


Yet for all Nixon’s good work on foreign policy, he will probably go down as one of America’s most controversial Presidents for The Watergate Scandal.   Nixon was accused of covering up a break-in at the Democratic Headquarters at the Watergate Hotel.  Nixon tried to withhold evidence (claiming executive privilege), but in the case of U.S. v. Nixon, the Supreme Court ruled that no President was above the law.  Instead of facing an impeachment trial, President Nixon resigned (and is the only President to do so).   


Tensions in the Middle East also began to come about.  In the 1970s, the Middle East did not want to recognize Israel as a nation because they claimed that Israel stole the land that belonged to them.  With the support from Egypt, they fought with Israel.  Carter wanted to make peace because he supported Israel between the two nations, so he invited both to his vacation home, Camp David. Carter helped the two sides come up with an agreement called the Camp David Accords.  This was a treaty in which Egypt recognized Israel’s right to exist and promised to stop making war against Israel. Issues in Iran began as well, known as the Iran Contra Affair.  Iranians hated their Shah (leader) that was put into power by the U.S. The Shah got sick and got care in the U.S. Iranians were mad because they wanted to kill him.  Iranians took control of the U.S. embassy in Iran, where 66 Americans were held as hostages until their demands were met to have to Shah return to Iran.  Carter did not give in and placed OPEC oil embargos (oil from Iran would not be allowed in the U.S.).  The embargo caused a shortage of oil in the U.S. and the prices of gas to rise (inflation).  The hostages were not released until Reagan’s presidency.


The Reagan administration secretly sold weapons to Iran in exchanged for the release of U.S. hostages who were being held in Lebanon by pro-Iranian groups.  The weapons were used to support rebel groups (“contras”) who were fighting the communist government in Nicaragua.  This went against the laws made by Congress that said that the government could not give weapons to “contras”.  The American public lost respect for these government leaders, who were convicted of lying to Congress and went to prison.  Reagan was cleared from any wrongdoing.
The economy was not good in the 1980s.  Regan cut federal taxes on businesses and individuals, especially for those who were rich.  He believed by doing this it would stimulate business growth.  This means that if businesses had money, they would hire more workers, more goods would be made, and services would be more available.  Due to supply side economics, government programs got cut or less money, such as Medicare and food stamps.  This was similar to Hoover’s Trickle Down Theory. 

A Recession hit the U.S. in the 1990s. The U.S. was in a lot of debt and was costing the U.S. taxpayers billions of dollars in money they had to pay back to countries that the U.S. borrowed money from.  This pushed the economy into a recession (a time when the economy slows down and unemployment rises). Many companies went bankrupt and people lost their jobs.  At the same time, President George Bush was trying to free Kuwait. Iraq’s dictator, Saddam Hussein, ordered his army to invade Kuwait and take control over the oil and expand Iraq’s border.  The United Nations and the U.S. launched an attack against Iraq to liberate (free) Kuwait.  This was to assist nations against repelling aggressors (Iraq). A few days after the invasion, Hussein agreed to withdraw Iraqi troops and pay damages.

During Clinton’s administration, tensions between ethnic groups in the former Yugoslavia led to war in Bosnia in the early 1990’s.  The United States helped win an agreement between the two sides in 1995.  In 1998, violence erupted in Kosovo, where Serbian forces massacred ethnic Albanian civilians.  A brief bombing by NATO forced the Serbs to withdraw.  Many Serbian leaders then were arrested for war crimes and tried.  The U.S. got involved in both events because the U.S. the actions taken in these countries violated human rights. Domestically, the U.S., Canada, and Mexico signed an agreement to limit taxes to trade between these countries—North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This made these 3 countries economically interdependent on each other and opened up the U.S. to globalization, exchanges of national and cultural resources.     

In 1998, a special prosecutor accused President Clinton of several offenses, including lying under oath about his relationship with a White House Intern Monica Lewinsky.  On December 19, 1998, the House impeached (placed on trial) President Clinton on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice.  The Senate acquitted (found not guilty) the President two months later.

The Middle East issues arose more when George W. Bush became president. The U.S. fought a War on Terrorism and still continues. Bush focused largely on foreign policy after the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. Bush called the attacks “acts of war” and committed the country to a campaign against terrorists.  American forces attacked military sites and terrorists training camps in Afghanistan.  Bush also warned Saddam Hussein to eliminate Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction.  The United Nations sent an inspection team, which reported little success in finding these weapons.  More than 200,000 American troops were sent into that area.  The Patriot Act because of the attacks on September 11, 2001 on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. This increased the authority (control) given to the federal, state, and local police agencies to investigate crime.  Critics argue that this law gives the government too much power and limits civil liberties (people’s freedom).  However, the government says this protects national security.    

Vocabulary Words

1)  Appeasement – the idea to let Hitler take land that didn’t belong to Germany so Europe could avoid war before WWII

2)  Isolationism  - the US foreign policy of not getting involved in European problems at the beginning on WWII.

3)  League Of Nations - an organization that promoted world and peace. However, since the U.S. did not join, the League had less power to prevent World War II. 

4)  United Nations – the new “League of Nations” which was created after WWII ended.  Its headquarters is in NYC.

5)  Neutrality Acts – US isolationist policies, which prevented Americans from selling weapons to countries at the beginning of WWII. 

6)  Lend Lease Act/ cash and carry – US policies which allowed the US to sell weapons to Britain, France and Russia at the middle of the war.

7)  Pearl Harbor Attack - December 7, 1941, when Japanese airplanes sneak attacked the US navy in Hawaii

8)  Korematsu v. US – Supreme Court case that required Japanese Americans being relocated to restricted prison like areas called Internment Camps.

9)  The Draft/Selective Service – lotteries that selected US men to register for the army to fight in WWII

10)  The Manhattan Project – secret US programs to help build the atomic bomb used on Japan to end the war.

11)  President Harry Truman – US President after FDR died. Made the decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan.

12)  Nuremberg Trials – Nazi war crimes trials that took place after WWII.  Nazi leaders convicted of killing innocent people were imprisoned or executed.

13)  Rosie The Riveter - cultural symbol representing the American women who worked in factories during WWII

14)  GI Bill – US law that gave all US soldiers involved in WWII a way to buy a home and attend college after the war

15)  Ration Cards – coupons that were needed to buy goods during WWII in order to save materials for war
16)  War/Victory Bonds – money given to the government as an investment so the US could pay for war

17)  Potsdam Conference – Conference in which Truman, Churchill and Stalin (Big Three – leaders of Allied Powers) met to decide how to divide up Germany and Europe after the war.  Helps set up Cold War.  

18)  Hiroshima and Nagasaki:  The two cities that America dropped the Atomic bomb on to end the war in the Pacific against Japan.    

19)  End of Great Depression – the massive spending on military items, employment of people in the army and at home and the saving and rationing done by people at home helped lead to the end of the depression.  

20)  Propaganda – when different forms of media are used to influence people.  This was done in the U.S. to recruit people to fight, buy war bonds and ration.  

Yalta Conference – Conference in which Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin (also known as Big Three – leaders of Allied Powers) set up idea for United Nations and how to divide up Europe after the war.  
21) Homefront – Everything that takes place back in the United States.   

22)  Women and WWII – Women once again worked in wartime factories and industries to support the men fighting the war.  Propaganda like Rosie the Riveter motivated many.  

23)  Integration of the Army – When the U.S. army allowed all races to serve together and not in separate units.  

24)  Holocaust – The systematic elimination of Jews and other races by the Nazis.  Many German officers were convicted at the Nuremberg Trials of war crimes.  

25)  DDay – The invasion of France by the Allied powers and turning point in the war against Germany.  

26)  Island Hopping – Strategy of slowly conquering islands to get closer to Japan. 

27)  Allied vs. Axis Powers – The Allied Powers were America, England and the Soviet Union vs. the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and Japan.  

28)  Potsdam Conference – Meeting between Big Three where Stalin stated he will keep soldiers in Eastern Europe and make them satellite nations (nations under Soviet control).  

29)  Cold War  - where the Superpowers of America and Russia competed with each other for global dominance and to spread capitalism vs. communism.  

30)  Arms Race - Competition between America and the Soviet Union to build their armies and nuclear weapons arsenal

31)  Space Race – Competition between America and the Soviet Union to send satellites and space ships into space and to land on the moon (U.S. wins)

32)  National Security Council – special Congressional/military panel to advise the president on military matters.

33)  NSC-68/Containment Policy – American foreign policy to contain the spread of Communism.

34)  Marshall Plan – Secretary of State George C. Marshall’s Plan to send financial aid to limit the spread of Communism (used to help Greece and Turkey).

35)    Berlin Airlift – America and its Allies efforts to help Western Berlin from Soviet Berlin Blockade.

36)  Berlin Blockade --  when the Soviets blockaded West Berlin to try to control entire city.  

37)  The Truman Doctrine – President Truman’s speech (and new foreign policy) announcing that America will stop Communism wherever it tries to spread.  

38)  The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – Military Alliance between America and democratic Western European countries to protect each other from a Russian attack.   

39)  Warsaw Pact – Military Alliance between USSR and its Eastern European Satellites  to protect each other against a Western attack.  

40)  Iron Curtain – the division between Western and Eastern Europe.  All communist nations were considered “behind the iron curtain.”  

41)  The Domino Theory – Foreign Policy (mostly applied to Middle East and South East Asia) under Eisenhower that said that if one country falls to Communism, other countries will as well.  

42)  McCarthyism – when Senator McCarthy led a committee that found and persecuted possible Communists and accused many of being communists.

43)  Second Red Scare – When people were scared of Russian/Eastern European immigrants of possibly being Communist spies.  

44)  House of Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) – Congressional committee to try to find communists and Russian spies.  

45)  Conformity – adjusting your lifestyle to fit in with “what is normal.”  Heavily done during the 1950’s.  

46)  Korean War – Limited War (war with specific objectives) and Proxy War (not a direct war between America and Russia) where America stopped Communist North Korea from invading capitalist South Korea.  

47)  38th Parallel – Latitude line that divided North from South Korea.

48)  Vietnam War – Proxy War when America tried to stop North Vietnam (Communist) from conquering South Vietnam.  America lost the war and 58,000 soldiers.  

49)  The Civil Rights Movement – the movement to end segregation and gain equality for African Americans which exploded in the 1960s. 

50)  N.A.A.C.P - (Nation Association for the Advancement of Colored Persons) a legal organization which fights for African American rights in court.

51)  The Great Migration – (1916-1930) seven million African-Americans from the Segregated South fled to large cities in the North in search of a better life

52)  The Harlem Renaissance - a cultural movement started by artists living in the Harlem. The movement challenged white racism in art and music.

53)  Brown V. The Board of Education (1954) - the Supreme Court Case that ruled that segregation was unconstitutional and that The South would have to desegregate schools and public facilities.

54)  Integration  - desegregation, blacks & whites together. Federal Soldiers had to be called in to enforce integration.

55)  The Little Roc k Nine – 9 courageous black high school students that were integrated into Little Rock High School and faced much opposition from the south

56)  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – African American leader who fought for equality through civil disobedience, non-violent protests and boycotts.

57)  Malcolm X - African American leader who argued for black supremacy and violent resistance movements 

58)  Rosa Parks – an African American leader who began a boycott of Alabama’s segregated buses

59)  Civil Rights Act – (1964) law that banned discrimination on race, color, religion or ethnic origin.

60)  Freedom Riders (1961)—When African Americans tested segregation on buses by riding on buses all over Alabama.  They often faced protests and attacks.  

61)  Civil Disobedience – using peaceful, non-violent protest to achieve goals

62)  March on Washington (1963)– When 400,000 African Americans marched to Washington, D.C. to demand rights.  

63)  Selma March (1965)– When African Americans marched 57 miles to Selma, Alabama to fight for voting rights.  They met protest and were even attacked by people and state police (Bloody Sunday).
64)  Greensboro Sit-ins (1960)– When African Americans sat in and refused to leave restaurants, department stores and colleges.  They often met protest.  

65)  Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955)– When African Americans refused to ride buses in Montgomery Alabama to protest segregation of buses.  

66)  The Voting Rights Act - (1965) law that ended poll taxes and literacy tests, allowing African Americans to vote in The South.

67)  California v. Bakke (1978) – A Supreme Court case which established Affirmative Action
68)  Affirmative Action – a controversial program that allow colleges and professions to increase minority representation

69)  The Great Society Program – President Lyndon B. Johnson’s series of acts to fight racism, poverty and inequality in American Society.  

70) Miranda vs. Arizona (1966)– Establishes police cannot violate a persons 5th Amendment right to no self incrimination (confession) without being read their rights (become known as Miranda Rights)

71)  Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) – Establishes people have the right to a lawyer in court (6th and 14th Amendment rights) 

72)  Escobedo v. Illinois (1964) – Establishes people have the right to speak to a lawyer when arrested (5th and 14th Amendment right)

73)  Mapp v. Ohio (1961) – Establishes Police cannot violate a persons 4th Amendment right to no illegal searches and seizures.  Police need a warrant.

74)  New Jersey v. TLO (1985) – Establishes that students have 4th Amendment rights to no illegal searches and seizures.  

75)  Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) – Students wore black arm bands to school to support the Vietnam War.  The Supreme Court upheld their First Amendment (freedom of speech) right to do so.  

76)  New Frontier Program:  President John F. Kennedy’s program to help civil rights, impoverished citizens and win the space race with Russia.  

77)  Bay of Pigs:  Failed invasion of Cuba by America to overthrow Fidel Castro.  

78)  Cuban Missile Crisis:  14 days in October when Russia put missiles in Cuba and America and Russia became dangerously close to nuclear war.  Kennedy and Russia had secret talks and Kennedy was able to avoid war by withdrawing missiles from Turkey and Italy.   

79)  Great Society Program:  multi-purpose program by President Lyndon B. Johnson to create Civil Rights laws, affirmative action programs, Medicare, Medicaid and a “War on Poverty.”  

80)  Civil Rights Act of 1964:  Act which ends segregation. 

81)  Gulf of Tonkin Resolution:  When Congress gives President Johnson permission to use U.S. soldiers in Vietnam.

82)  Vietnam War:  1965-1975.  controversial undeclared war where America tries to stop Communist North Vietnam from conquering South Vietnam.   Costs 58,000 American lives.    There were many protests (mostly lead by students) against the war.   

83)  Kent State Massacre:  When 4 Ohio students are killed protesting the Vietnam War.  

84)  Tinker v. Des Moines (1969):  Supreme Court rules that children’s first Amendment rights were violated when they were suspended for wearing black arm bands to protest the Vietnam War. 

85)  Vietnamization:  President Richard M. Nixon’s policy of withdrawing American soldiers and letting South Vietnam fight war by itself.  

86)  Détente:  President Nixon’s foreign policy with Russia to try to reduce nuclear tension and weapons arsenal.  

87)  S.A.L.T. I:  Strategic Arms Limitations Treaty I.  America and Russia’s agreement to reduce nuclear arms.  

88)  War Powers Act:  Congress’s limiting the amount of time a President can send soldiers overseas without a declaration of war. 

89)  Nixon v. New York Times:  After Pentagon papers were stolen then leaked to the New York Times and published by them, Nixon tried to stop it, but the Supreme Court said that it was Constitutional because of the First Amendment Freedom of Speech and Press.

90)  Watergate Scandal:  Scandal where President Nixon was accused of covering up a break-in of the Democratic headquarters.  President Nixon resigned instead of facing an impeachment trial.  

91)  U.S. v. Nixon:  Supreme Court ruled that the President does not have executive privilege to withhold evidence.  No one is above the law.  

92) Miranda vs. Arizona (1966)– Establishes police cannot violate a person’s 5th Amendment right to no self incrimination (confession) without being read their rights (become known as Miranda Rights)

93)  Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) – Establishes people have the right to a lawyer in court (6th and 14th Amendment rights) 

94)  Escobedo v. Illinois (1964) – Establishes people have the right to speak to a lawyer when arrested (5th and 14th Amendment right)

95)  Mapp v. Ohio (1961) – Establishes Police cannot violate a person’s 4th Amendment right to no illegal searches and seizures.  Police need a warrant.

96)  New Jersey v. TLO (1985) – Establishes that students have 4th Amendment rights to no illegal searches and seizures.  

97)  Engel v. Vitale (1962) – it is illegal to have an official school pray
98) Camp David Accords: Under president Carter, he held a meeting for Egypt to recognize Israel as a country

99) Iran Contra- Iran took over the U.S. Embassy in Iran and held Americans hostage.  They were not released until Reagan’s presidency  

100) Supply Side Economics- Reagan wanted to cut federal taxes to stimulate business growth

101) NAFTA- the U.S., Canada, and Mexico opened up trade between each other.  

Questions:

1. "The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is, in extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible."
This quotation supports a foreign policy of

1. imperialism 

2. appeasement 

3. neutrality 

4. economic sanctions 

2. Which action best illustrates the policy of isolationism followed by the United States before it entered World War II?

1. signing of a collective security pact with Latin American nations 

2. passage of neutrality legislation forbidding arms sales to warring nations 

3. embargo on the sale of gasoline and steel to Japan 

4. President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s exchange of American destroyers for British naval and air bases 

3. An immediate effect of the Lend-Lease program was that

1. Western Europe recovered from the damage caused by World War I 

2. the Soviet Union formed the Warsaw Pact 

3. Japan declared war against the United States 

4. the United States provided critical aid to Great Britain and the Soviet Union 
4. The United States became involved in World War II primarily because

1. Germany refused to pay its debts from World War I 

2. European democracies supported United States policies toward Germany and Japan 

3. President Franklin D. Roosevelt did not enforce the Neutrality Acts 

4. Germany and Japan achieved important military successes in Europe and Asia 

5. The United States Supreme Court decision in Korematsu v. United States (1944) concerned
1. restricting freedom of the press 

2. the president’s right to use atomic weapons 

3. limiting civil liberties during wartime 

4. the right of women to serve in military combat 

6. During World War II, women and minorities made economic gains mainly because

1. a shortage of traditional labor created new opportunities in the workplace 

2. more educational opportunities increased the number of skilled workers in these groups 

3. labor unions successfully demanded equal opportunities for these groups 

4. new civil rights legislation forced businesses to change their hiring practices 

7. A major cause of the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II was

1. national segregation policies 

2. immigration quotas 

3. racial prejudice 

4. economic depression 

8. President Harry Truman justified using atomic bombs on Japan in 1945 on the grounds that the

1. world was ready for a demonstration of nuclear power 

2. Axis powers deserved total destruction 

3. early ending of the war would save many lives 

4. American public demanded that the bombs be used 

9. Which precedent was established by the Nuremberg war crimes trials?

1. National leaders can be held responsible for crimes against humanity . 

2. Only individuals who actually commit murder during a war can be guilty of a crime. 

3. Defeated nations cannot be forced to pay reparations. 

4. Defeated nations can be occupied by the victors. 

10. In 1944, Congress enacted the GI Bill of Rights in order to

1. provide economic aid to veterans 

2. reduce military expenditures 

3. ban racial segregation in the armed forces 

4. create government jobs for returning soldiers 

11. What was one result of World War II?

1. The arms race ended. 

2. The Cold War ended. 

3. Communism was eliminated. 

4. Two superpowers emerged. 

12. President Harry Truman supported a containment policy after World War II in an attempt to

1. limit the use of atomic bombs and other nuclear weapons 

2. end colonialism in Africa and Asia 

3. bring German and Japanese war criminals to justice 

4. reduce the influence of the Soviet Union in European countries 

13. After World War II, the Marshall Plan was proposed as a way to

1. improve diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union 

2. help European nations recover economically 

3. remove nuclear weapons from Western Europe 

4. bring Nazi war criminals to justice 

14.In the 1950’s, Senator Joseph McCarthy was most closely associated with issues related to

1. Communist infiltration and the denial of civil liberties 

2. farm problems and taxation 

3. military preparedness and foreign aid 

4. collective bargaining and the rights of unions 

15. The successful launching of Sputnik by the Soviet Union in 1957 signaled the beginning of

1. American fears that the Soviets had achieved technological superiority 

2. the Cold War with the United States 

3. Soviet aggression in Afghanistan and China 

4. disarmament discussions between the superpowers 

16. Most Americans who opposed sending United States troops to fight in the Vietnam War believed that

1. nuclear weapons should be used to end the war 

2. the war should be extended into China 

3. the United States should not police the world 

4. international trade would be interrupted 

17. In the years just after World War II, the United States attempted to prevent the spread of communism in Europe mainly by

1. taking over the governments of several Western European nations 

2. increasing opportunities for political refugees to settle in the United States 

3. holding a series of summit meetings with leaders of the Soviet Union 

4. establishing policies of economic and military aid for European nations 

18. A constitutional issue that was frequently raised about United States involvement in the Korean conflict and the Vietnam conflict was the

1. right to regulate commerce with foreign nations 

2. use of deficit spending to finance wars 

3. lack of a formal declaration of war by Congress 

4. Supreme Court’s role in foreign policy decision-making 

19. Which is a valid conclusion based on United States involvement in the Korean War?

1. The policy of containment was applied in Asia as well as in Europe 

2. United Nations economic sanctions are more effective than military action. 

3. The American people will support United States participation in any war, whether declared or undeclared. 

4. United States cooperation with a wartime ally ends when the war ends. 

20. The United States experience in the Vietnam War supports the idea that the outcome of a war

1. is determined mainly by technological superiority 

2. is dependent on using the greatest number of soldiers 

3. is assured to countries dedicated to democratic ideals 

4. can be strongly affected by public opinion 

21. Issuing the Truman Doctrine, defending South Korea, and sending military advisors to Vietnam were actions taken by the United States to

1. encourage membership in the United Nations 

2. promote American business in Asia 

3. limit the spread of communism 

4. gain additional overseas colonies 

22. Which development is most closely associated with the belief in the domino theory?

1. military involvement in Vietnam 

2. construction of the Berlin Wall 

3. signing of the nuclear test ban treaty 

4. end of the Korean War 

23. The major goal of the civil rights movement of the 1960’s was to

1. establish a separate political state for African Americans 

2. gain passage of an equal rights amendment to the Constitution 

3. end segregation based on race 

4. permit unlimited immigration to the United States 

24. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed in an effort to correct

1. racial and gender discrimination 

2. limitations on freedom of speech 

3. unfair immigration quotas 

4. segregation in the armed forces 

25. Martin Luther King, Jr. first emerged as a leader of the civil rights movement when he

1. led the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama 

2. refused to give up his seat on a bus to a white man 

3. challenged the authority of the Supreme Court 

4. was elected as the first black congressman from the South 

26. The main goal of affirmative action programs is to

1. enforce racial segregation laws 

2. secure equal voting rights for African Americans 

3. provide affordable child care 

4. promote economic gains for minorities and women 

27. The decisions of the United States Supreme Court in Miranda v. Arizona, Gideon v. Wainwright, and Escobedo v. Illinois all advanced the

1. voting rights of minorities 

2. guarantees of free speech and press 

3. principle of separation of church and state 

4. rights of accused persons 

28. President John F. Kennedy supported the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba as an effort to

1. remove a communist dictator from power 
2. stop the flow of illegal drugs to the United States 
3. support Fidel Castro's efforts for reform 
4. rescue hostages held by Cuban freedom fighters

29. The Great Society programs of the 1960’s used the power of the Federal Government to bring about

1. an all-volunteer military 

2. antipoverty reforms 

3. deregulation of business 

4. reduced defense spending 

30. President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society programs were similar to Progressive Era programs in that both

1. strictly enforced antitrust laws 

2. focused on expanding civil rights for African Americans 

3. used federal government power to improve social conditions 

4. made urban renewal their primary concern 

31. The main significance of the Watergate affair was that it

1. led to the impeachment and conviction of President Richard Nixon 

2. showed that the laws of the United States are superior to the actions of a President 

3. was the first time a President had disagreed with Congress 

4. proved that Presidential powers are unlimited 

32. The easing of Cold War tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union during the 1970s was called

1. containment 

2. détente 

3. neutrality 

4. isolationism 

33. The main purpose of the War Powers Act of 1973 was to

1. expand the power of Congress to declare war 

2. limit the president’s ability to send troops into combat abroad 

3. allow people to vote on the issue of United States commitments overseas 

4. end the Vietnam War on favorable terms 

34. In the Camp David Accords (1978), President Jimmy Carter succeeded in

1. returning the Panama Canal Zone to Panama

2. suspending grain sales to the Soviet Union and China 

3. providing a foundation for a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel 

4. freeing hostages being held in Iran
35. Which situation in the 1970s caused the United States to reconsider its dependence on foreign energy resources?

1. war in Afghanistan 
2. oil embargo by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
3. meetings with the Soviet Union to limit nuclear weapons 
4. free-trade agreements with Canada and Mexico

36. One way in which the Watergate controversy and the Iran-Contra affair are similar is that each led to

1. the addition of new amendments to the Constitution 
2. the impeachment of a President 
3. a loss of respect for government leaders by the American public 
4. convictions of several military leaders for sexual harassment

37. The "trickle down" economic theory of President Herbert Hoover and the "supply side" economic policies under President Ronald Reagan were based on the idea that

1. balanced budgets are essential to economic success 
2. the Federal Government needs to assume more responsibility for solving economic problems 
3. economic growth depends on making increased amounts of capital available to business 
4. economic stability is the responsibility of Federal monetary agencies

38. President Ronald Reagan used the concept of supply-side economics when he proposed

1. reducing income taxes to stimulate growth 
2. providing direct payments to people living in poverty 
3. creating government jobs to keep people working 
4. increasing regulations on business to promote competition

40. One direct result of the Persian Gulf War was that the United States

1. gained control of oil resources in the Middle East 
2. liberated Kuwait from Iraqi control 
3. brought about peaceful relations between Israel and its neighbors 
4. obtained overseas colonies in the Middle East

41. Evidence that the United States has become more economically interdependent since 1990 is shown by its

1. participation in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
2. change from a service economy to a manufacturing economy 
3. increased dependence on domestic farm products 
4. policy of restricting imports

42. Which event of Bill Clinton's presidency best illustrates the use of checks and balances?

1. hosting peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians 
2. reelection to a second term 
3. selection of Al Gore as vice president 
4. impeachment for alleged perjury and obstruction of justice
43. The USA Patriot Act of 2001 both dealt with the power of the federal government to

1. suspend the writ of habeas corpus 
2. restrict freedom of religion 
3. deny civil rights to those who lack citizenship 
4. limit civil liberties for reasons of national security
