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Edward R. Murrow High School
                                                                                          Ms. Sarno & Ms. Albu

Allen Barge, Principal

   American History Semester 2

The Start of the Civil Rights Movement

I. Introduction

Throughout U.S. history, many have fought for their civil rights (rights that are listed in the U.S. Constitution).  African Americans were one specific group that have been discriminated against and have been limited in their civil rights.  For example, after the Civil War, slavery was not allowed and African Americans were granted citizenship (13th Amendment), equality (14th Amendment), and the right to vote (15th Amendment); however, whites have tried to limit these rights.  In the South, the Jim Crow Laws were put into effect, which allowed segregation (separation between blacks and whites) in public facilities, such as schools, restaurants, restrooms, trains, etc.  By the 1950’s, African Americans were still trying to fight for their civil rights.

DIRECTIONS: Read through the two events that took place in the South during the 1950’s.  Then evaluate the methods used by African Americans to make people aware of discrimination and segregation that took place.

	Event:

The Murder of Emmett Till


	In August 1955, a fourteen-year-old black boy whistled at a white woman in a grocery store in Money, Mississippi. Emmett Till, a teen from Chicago, didn’t understand that he had broken the unwritten laws of the Jim Crow South until three days later, when two white men dragged him from his bed in the dead of night, beat him brutally, and then shot him in the head.  There was also evidence that he has been beaten on the back and the hips and his body was weighted to a fan blade, which was fastened around his neck with barbed wire. Although his killers were arrested and charged with murder, they were quickly acquitted (“not guilty”) by an all-white, all-male jury. Shortly afterwards, the defendants sold their story, including a detailed account of how they murdered Till, to a journalist. The murder and the trial horrified the nation and the world. Till’s death was a spark that helped to spark the Civil Rights Movement. 



	Method:
Open Casket Funeral


	Emmett Till’s mother had an open-casket funeral so that the whole country could see what had happened to her son.  His body was swollen and disfigured.  Till was shot in the right ear and his eye was dislocated from the socket.  Three months after his body was pulled from the Tallahatchie River, the Montgomery bus boycott began in Alabama.


	Do you think the method used by Emmett Till’s mother was effective at helping the Civil Rights Movement? EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.
	


	Event:

Montgomery, Alabama Bus Boycott
	Just a few months after Emmett Till's murder, a 43-year-old civil rights activist, Rosa Parks, refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus for a white rider in Montgomery, Alabama.  As a result, Rosa Parks was arrested. 


	Method:

Bus Boycott


	Rosa Parks' arrest inspired black leaders to start a one-day bus boycott (refusing to ride the bus). In just two days, 40,000 people organized together for the bus boycott.  They had specific rules for the boycott, such as DO NOT act violent (nonviolent), have good behavior and act calm, DO NOT brag, DO NOT curse or fight back, even if someone curses or attacks you, if someone is being mistreated DO NOT attack, but pray, along with other rules that practiced nonviolence. On the night of December 5, 1955, happy at the day's success in emptying the buses, boycotters assembled and decided to keep the protest going. A main speaker was a new minister in town, 26-year-old Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.  King delivered an inspiring speech, saying, "If we are wrong, the Constitution of the United States is wrong.” The boycott lasted almost an entire year! Boycotters walked and relied on volunteer drivers in a carpool system to get where they need to go, and gained strength in nightly mass meetings. The bus company suffered economically (lost a lot of money because no one was riding the bus).  As a result, violent acts began—bombs were thrown at organizers' homes and the white Citizens Council and the Ku Klux Klan held rallies. At last, a Supreme Court decision integrated the buses (no more segregation on buses), and soon thousands of black riders were on the buses again -- sitting wherever they wanted.


	Do you think the method used by Rosa Parks was effective at helping the Civil Rights Movement? EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.
	


NAME: _________________________________________


BAND: ________

THE START OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

DIRECTIONS: After reading the events and evaluating the methods used by African Americans trying to achieve equality and stop discrimination, create a memorial, honoring Emmett Till or Rosa Parks.  Use specific keywords APPROPRIATELY that relate to the event and person chosen, such as CIVIL RIGHTS, BUS BOYCOTT, NON VIOLENCE, DISCRIMINATION, JIM CROW LAWS, SEGREGATION.  YOU ARE NOT LIMITED TO THESE KEY WORDS.
	                   EXCELLENT 
· Used relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of Emmitt Till or Montgomery Bus Boycott.
· Uses most key words correctly
· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	                        GOOD 

· Used relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and somewhat detailed understanding of Emmitt Till or Montgomery Bus Boycott.
· Uses some keywords correctly
· Product is complete and creative. 
	                      SATISFACTORY 
· Not enough details and information/ and/or does not have accurate information on Emmitt Till or Montgomery Bus Boycott.
· Uses one key word and/or two key words, but does not display a clear understanding of the definition.
· Product is not accurate and/or incomplete
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