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Describe Neutrality:





































































































I. The History of Neutrality

The United States had a long history of wanting to keep themselves neutral in other countries’ wars. After gaining independence from the British, American, decided to keep to themselves. When George Washington became president, he too stated that neutrality was the right decision for America.  In his farewell address, he warned Americans to “steer clear of permanent alliances” because these alliances might get you in trouble and drag you into war. It was this tone set by Washington’s words and his presidency that established neutrality as the first foreign policy of the United States.
Directions: Read through the actions taken during WWI. Explain if the U.S. should stay neutral or go to war. 
	ACTION
	SHOULD THE UNITED STATES STAY NEUTRAL OR GO TO WAR? EXPLAIN.

	“Freedom of the Seas”
 In 1914, America traded weapons and supplies with Britain. Germany was upset that the U.S. was not trading with them, but that their ships were going through German waters to their enemy. American said this was not wrong because no one should own the ocean. This is called “freedom of the seas.”

	

	Germany invades Belgium
During WWI, Belgium was a neutral country. Germany wanted to defeat France quickly. They thought the best way to attack was to go through Belgium.  Belgium refused to let Germany through, but the Germans ignored them. In late 1914, Germany invaded Belgium and attacked citizens and destroyed houses and buildings. As a result, 6,000 Belgians were killed and 25,000 homes were destroyed. This horrified the world because Germany ignored the rights of a neutral country, which went against international law.
  
	

	Submarine Warfare

Germany and England did not want American trading with the other, so they set up war zones, blocking each other’s ports. Germans used a powerful new weapon—submarines. German submarines attacked any ship, by using torpedoes that entered or left British ports. This meant that not only enemy ships were harmed, but neutral ships would also be attacked. On May 7, 1915, a German submarine torpedoed the Lusitania, a British passenger ship. Nearly 1,200 people died, including 128 Americans. President Wilson was angry and threatened Germany to break off ties if Germany did not stop sinking passenger ships. Germany was not ready to strengthen its Allies by drawing the U.S. into the war. Germany agreed before attacking any ship, submarines would surface and give warning.


	

	Zimmerman Telegram

In 1917, Germany sent a message to Mexico called the Zimmerman Telegram. The British decoded the message and told the United States.  The message said the following:

“We are planning to start unrestricted (unlimited) submarine warfare on February 1. We will try to keep the U.S. neutral. If we are not successful in keeping the U.S. neutral, then we will make this proposal to Mexico: we should make war together, make peace together, give generous economic help to Mexico, and when the war is over (and the U.S. is defeated), Mexico will be given its lost lands of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona…

Please let the President of Mexico know that once unrestricted submarine warfare starts, England will be forced to surrender in a few months.”

Germany Sends a Telegram to Mexico – The Zimmerman Telegram (1917)
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ACTIVITY

DIRECTIONS: After reading through the different events that took place during WWI. On the timeline below, order the events and create a headline for each event.

      
                1914


           1915             1916           1917             1918  



DIRECTIONS: Choose one of the headlines you created above and write a newspaper article explaining whether or not the United States was justified going to war. YOUR EXPLANATION MUST MATCH YOUR HEADLINE.   
	                 EXCELLENT 

· Chose a headline

· Uses relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of the WWI that connects to headline.

· Argues a sides
· Uses key words that connect to the student’s argument.
· Product is creative, accurate, and complete
	                        GOOD 

· Chose a headline

· Uses relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and somewhat detailed understanding of the WWI that connected to headline.

· Argues a side
· Uses keywords that connect to the student’s argument
· Product is complete and creative 
	                SATISFACTORY 

· Chose a headline

· Not enough details and information on the WWI and/or information does not connect to headline

· Does not take a position or takes a position, but does not explain it clearly
· Uses one key word and/or two key words, but does not display a clear understanding of the definition.
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Archduke is Assassinated! World War I Begins!





























Germany Defeated!


Peace Treaty Signed!








War Continues on..When will it end?





Brooklyn Daily 
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