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Edward R. Murrow High School


Ms. Sarno & Ms. Albu
Allen Barge, Principal

American History Semester 2
World War I Ends! It’s Time for Peace.

I. Introduction

On November 11, 1918, World War I officially came to an end. An armistice (when both sides agree to stop fighting) was signed and the Germans were defeated. The Allied Powers (Great Britain, France, and the United States—also known as “The Big Four”) were the winners of the war and talks of peace began. However, Woodrow Wilson knew that if the Allied Powers were to come up with a peace plan, they had to get it right to prevent another horrible world war from happening again. President Wilson invited a group of educated scholars to advise him on peace terms. 

Q1. What advice would you give to Woodrow Wilson to create a long lasting peace?

Directions: Read through the different ideas and events that occurred after WWI.  Give a grade (E, G, S, F) on each and explain if it creates peace or not.

	
	Grade
	Does this keep peace? EXPLAIN.

	Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points (Created by one of the Big Four—U.S.)

· Freedom of the seas must be maintained to allow countries to trade freely with other nations.

· Disarmament – Countries should reduce their armies and navies.

· Self-Determination – the right of people to rule themselves. 

· Establish a League of Nations – an international peacekeeping organization made up of many countries for the purposes of talking about their differences instead of fighting.  


	
	

	Treaty of Versailles (Created by 3 of the Big Four Allies—France, Britain, Italy)

· All of Germany’s colonies and lands they took before WWI were taken away and divided among Great Britain and France.

· Germany was not allowed to have submarines or military airplanes. They can only have very small army. 

· Germany had to tell the world that they started the war and they had to pay for the entire war (33 billion dollars) 

· Establish a League of Nations.


	
	

	U.S. Rejects the Treaty of Versailles and does not join the League of Nations

The main reason the U.S. did not agree to the Treaty of Versailles was not that they thought it was too cruel to Germany, but because the League of Nations had become part of the treaty. If the U.S. joined this meant that they were agreeing to have some of their military power shared with other foreign leaders. They did not want their sovereignty (freedom to control) limited and wanted to be free from foreign entanglements (involvements).  

	
	

	Isolationism 

After World War I, the United States entered a nearly a 20 year period of isolation from world affairs. The result was not only a rejection of leadership and membership in the League of Nations, but they wanted to close off United States borders and people began to dislike anything that was foreign.

	
	


DIRECTIONS: Answer the Regents questions below.  

TIPS:

· UNDERLINE IMPORTANT KEY WORDS HELP YOU ANSWER
· ELIMINATE ANY ANSWER CHOICES THAT DON’T MATCH THE QUESTION
1. President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points were intended to

1. make the United States, Great Britain, and France into leading world powers 

2. redistribute Germany’s colonies among the Allied nations 

3. prevent international tensions from leading to war 

4. punish Germany for causing World War I 

2. After World War I, the opposition of some Members of Congress to the Versailles Treaty was based largely on the idea that the Treaty

1. did not punish the Central Powers harshly enough 
2. did not give the United States an important role in world affairs 
3. would require the United States to join the League of Nations and might result in a loss of United States sovereignty 
4. would require the United States to assume the cost of rebuilding the war-torn European economies 
3. Why did the Senate reject the Versailles Treaty (1919)?

1. to keep the United States free from foreign entanglements 

2. to express opposition to the harsh sanctions imposed on Germany 

3. to avoid the dues for membership in the League of Nations 

4. to reduce United States military forces in Europe 

4. Which action best demonstrated the United States effort to isolate itself from European conflicts after World War I?

1. lowering tariff rates 

2. attempting to improve relations with Asia 

3. failing to sign international disarmament agreements 

4. refusing to join the League of Nations 
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