Manifest Destiny Presidents & The Mexican American War

HW #30

I. Make a chart about each of the following presidents (watch the videos on YouTube):

	
	Actions taken during their presidency/things they should be remembered for
	To what extent did they stay true to Jackson’s legacy as a democratic president? 

	Van Buren 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHOpIoRvbG0
	
	

	Harrison

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vs1H28dAYKc
	
	

	Tyler

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIC87tj5358&playnext=1&list=PL79A56F14FEA381F4&feature=results_video
	
	

	Polk 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RUqBVKgXZw
	
	


II. Take Home Essay for Thanksgiving Break

Due In Class, Monday November 26th 

Assess the validity of this statement: 
To what extent did the Mexican-American War create unity or division in the United States of America?
Things to write about: 

· The role of the Press

· Specific battles and what they say about America’s military power and strategy: General Taylor, General Scott Winfried 

· President Polk

· The Election of 1848 

· The Liberty Party/The Free Soil Party (see chapters 13 and 14)

· The Wilmot Proviso 

· Think about how all these things show unity or division in the country and whether or not the path to Civil War started here. The “to what extent” questions are tricky because they are not asking if it’s 100% one way or the other. They are asking for a more complex thesis statement that wants to know how much it went in one direction, and how much it goes in the other. 

You don’t have to do extensive research on the internet. All you need for this essay is Chapter 14 in your textbook. You can use additional text information from Howard Zinn’s book and from the AP US website:

http://uccpbank.k12hsn.org/courses/APUSHistoryI/course%20files/multimedia/lesson32/lessonp_uccp_ap.html
