The Red Scare (fear of communism coming to the United States) 
In 1919 - 3,630 strikes occur across the United States, involving over 4 million workers

· Strike in Seattle – shipyard workers 

· Strike in Boston – police officers 

· Strike of U.S. Steel Corp.

1919 Bomb Scares and Anarchist (People who do not want a government) Threats:

· Bombs discovered in post offices addressed to people like John D, Rockefeller

· Bomb is discovered in a package addressed to the mayor of Seattle. 

· Bomb Explodes in front of the home of Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer

· Bomb explodes on Wall Street killing 38 people and injuring over one hundred. 
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“People are shivering in the their boots over communism.”

(Journalists Walter Lippman – 1919)

“Over six thousand men were arrested in all…often without any chance to learn what the explicit (clear) charge was against them…”
 (Journalists Frederick Lewis All describes the Palmer 
Raids of 1920) 
       Cartoon Showing the Palmer Raids 
The Trial of Sacco and Vanzetti 
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Two Italian immigrants that were executed in 1927 after being convicted of murder with very little evidence (proof of being guilty). Sacco and Vanzetti were also anarchists (people who want to overthrow the government).
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The Rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan 
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Many Americans felt threatened by the changes of the 1920s. They distrusted those who looked, spoke, or worshipped differently. African Americans became the victims of racial prejudiced and mob lynchings. The Ku Klux Klan, which had been quiet for many years, became active again during the 1920s. Its influence spread rapidly throughout the Midwest and the South. The Klan were nativists, who declared that African Americans, Catholics, Jews and immigrants were inferior.  This idea gained significant public support. Many Klansman became politicians and held high offices in local governments. 
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“This is the primary purpose: To unite white male persons, born in America, Christian citizens, born in the US; whose morals are good; whose reputations are respectable; and who enter into a brotherhood of strict rules. Our racial goals are to keep, forever, white supremacy…to keep forever the God given superiority of the white race. Every Klansman has promised the he will faithfully work for keeping white supremacy forever.”-The Klansman Manual (1925)
The Scopes Trial

John Scopes, a high school biology teacher in the small town of Daytona, Tennessee, was brought to trial in the summer of 1925 for breaking a law that does not allow the teaching evolution (the theory that humans evolved from apes over time). The law was based on the belief that evolution conflicts with religious views and since many people in Tennessee were very religious, they were against evolution. Scopes admitted that he was opposed to the law because he did not think that the state should be able to tell the schoolteachers what could and couldn’t be taught. 
The Court’s Decision: 

· John Scopes was found guilty

· He had to pay a $100 fine
Multiple Choice Questions:
1. Which characteristic of the 1920s is illustrated by the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti?

1. hostility toward woman's suffrage 

2. support for segregation 

3. opposition to separation of church and state 

4. intolerance toward immigrants
2. The convictions of Sacco and Vanzetti in the 1920s most closely reflected the

1. increase in nativist attitudes 

2. federal government's war on crime 

3. corruption of political machines 

4. rise in labor unrest
3. The influence of nativism during the 1920s is best illustrated by the

1. increase in the popularity of the automobile 

2. emergence of the flappers 

3. expansion of trusts and monopolies 
4. growth of the Ku Klux Klan

4. The 1925 trial of John Scopes reflects the conflict between

1.   science and religion 
2.   isolation and international involvement 
3.   traditional roles and new roles for women 
4.   Prohibition and organized crime
5. The Red Scare, the growth of the Ku Klux Klan, and the murder convictions of Sacco and Vanzetti were influenced by?

1. the rise of organized crime
2. the passage of immigration quota acts 

3. a distrust of foreigners 

4. an effort to stop fascism

More Americans after World War I seemed to have nativist attitudes—dislike (or be afraid of): 


Immigrants 


Communists 


Anarchists 





Why the fear/dislike?


Immigrants took away American jobs and brought over new ideas and cultures that were seen as “un-American.”


Communists’ ideas are spreading around the world and people thought that communism was coming to America and threaten Americans’ way of life.  











