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Edward R. Murrow High School

     Ms. Sarno & Ms. Albu

Allen Barge, Principal

American History Semester 2
WWII- Japanese Americans 


I. Introduction 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, many people questioned the loyalty of Japanese Americans. Few people felt that Italian-Americans or German-Americans were traitors, but many people felt that Japanese-Americans were still loyal to the government in Tokyo. Japanese Americans, they said, might act as spies and help Japan invade the United States. 
Directions: Read through the different beliefs and actions taken against Japanese Americans during WWII.  Decide whether or not the U.S. was justified (necessary) in their actions.
	ACTIONS AND BELIEFS
	WAS THE UNITED STATES JUSTIFIED IN THIS ACTION (WAS IT NECESSARY)? EXPLAIN.

	FDR signs Executive Order 9066

On February 19, 1942, FDR signed the Executive Order 9066.  This stated that Japanese-Americans, many who were citizens by birth, had to move from their home to internment camps (“relocation camps”).  As a result, 110,000 Japanese-Americans were forced to sell their homes, farms, and businesses.  Even Japanese orphans were removed from orphanages run by priests and placed in the camps.  Japanese-Americans were under the control of General Dewitt, who stated, “A Jap’s a Jap…It makes no difference whether he is an American citizen or not…I don’t want any of them…There is no way to determine their loyalty.”


	

	German-Americans & Italians-Americans not interned (put into camps)
Although the U.S. was also fighting in WWII against Germany and Italy, German-Americans and Italian-Americans were not required to move to internment camps.  FDR and people felt that there were too many German-Americans and Italian-Americans and they were too important to the war effort to intern. 


	

	Life in Internment Camps 

Japanese-Americans were forced to report to army-run centers and public arenas.  They were transported to a camp.  The camps were in isolated areas on the West Coast. The camps were fenced in and Japanese Americans lived in barracks.  Guards, with guns, looked down at the Japanese internees from towers that surrounded each camp. Powerful searchlights swept across the windows of the barracks.


	

	Korematsu v. United States 

Many Japanese Americans felt that it was unfair that they were being put in internment camps. Fred Korematsu, a Japanese American did not obey the order to go to an internment camp.  After two months, Korematsu was arrested.  The case went to the Supreme Court.  Korematsu argued that he was born in the U.S. and was an American citizen.  He believed he should have the same rights as other American citizens.  The Supreme Court said that civil liberties (peoples’ rights/freedom) can be limited in times of war.  Only 6 judges out of 9 agreed with the Court.  Korematsu had to go to an internment camp.

**This was like the Schenck v. U.S. court case in that civil liberties were limited.**    
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Korematsu v. United States
Ruling: In the court case Korematsu v. United States, the Supreme Court supported the ruling that civil liberties (peoples’ rights/freedom) can be limited in times of war. The Supreme Court stated that protecting against espionage (spying) outweighed (was more important) Fred Korematsu’s individual rights.     

ACTVITY: After learning about the court case, Korematsu v. the United States and the Supreme Court’s ruling, write a speech or create a poster arguing if you agree with the ruling.  Be sure to EXPLAIN why you agree or disagree and use KEY WORDS: Civil Liberties, Koresmatsu, Internment Camp, and Executive Order 9066.

	                 EXCELLENT 

· Chooses to write a speech or create poster.

· Argues a side

· Uses relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of the Korematsu v. United States case and connects to their argument. 

· Uses key words that connect to the student’s argument.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	                        GOOD 

· Chooses to write a speech or create poster.

· Argues a side

· Uses relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and somewhat detailed understanding of the Korematsu v. United States case and connects to their argument. 

· Uses keywords that connect to the student’s argument.

· Product is complete and creative. 
	                      SATISFACTORY 

· Chooses to write a speech or create poster.

· Does not take a position or takes a position, but does not explain it clearly.

· Not enough details and information on the court case Korematsu v. United States and/or information does not connect to his/her argument. 

· Uses one key word and/or two key words, but does not display a clear understanding of the definition.
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