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I. Overview 

Korea was one of Japan’s many territories that were divided at the end of the World War II. It was divided along the 38th parallel. North of that line was controlled by the Soviet Union and became communist. South of that line had US influence and became capitalist and democratic. In June 1950, President Truman was told: “Mr. President, I have some very serious news. The North Koreans have invaded South Korea”. 
Q. What is the 38th parallel? 
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II. What To Do? 
You are military advisors to President Truman. What should the U.S. do? Check one of the boxes below. Talk amongst your peers and decide what the U.S. should do. Then give reason(s) why you choose that side.

· Stay neutral

· Support both North Korea and South Korea

· Attack both or one of the countries

The U.S. should ___________________________________________(write answer you checked) because (Explain your reasons)
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III. Results and Summary of the Korean War
In order to go to war, the president needs to ask Congress for permission.  Although the U.S. went to war, this war was not officially declared by Congress.  In the case of Korea, the conflict was a ‘police action’ carried out by the United Nations.  The purpose of going to Korea was to contain communism and not have it spread to South Korea.

September 14, 1950: 
· North Korea invades South Korea.
November 25, 1950: 
· General MacArthur helps South Korea in pushing back the invasion

· UN defense drove the North Koreans past the 38th Parallel and almost to the Yalu River.
January 12, 1951:  
· China initiates a defense that pushed the UN forces back across the 38th Parallel

· Soviet Union aided the North Korean and Chinese armies.

July 27, 1953: Korean War ends: 
· An armistice (peace agreement) restores the border between the Koreas near the 38th Parallel.
IV. Total War v. Limited War IV. Total War v. Limited War
President Truman and General MacArthur had different opinions on fighting in Korea.  Truman wanted limited war, which meant just to contain Communism in Korea (make sure it stayed above the 38th parallel).  However, General MacArthur wanted total war, which meant traditional war and using all resources available to win.  Truman wanted to keep China, a Communist nation, out of the war; however, China sent troops to help North Korea.  General Macarthur wanted to attack China, but Truman did not want war with China.  By 1951, the U.S. was trying to stop fighting and make peace with North Korea and China.  MacArthur made a statement threatening to keep fighting and expand to China if the Communist side did not come to peace terms.  Truman felt that MacArthur went against civilian control of the military, meaning that country’s decision making is in control of the leaders who people choose not military officers.  MacArthur went against Truman and was fired and replaced.
Q. Was Truman justified in firing MacArthur? Explain. 























Regents Questions:
1. A constitutional issue that was frequently raised about United States involvement in the Korean conflict was the

1. right to regulate commerce with foreign nations 

2. use of deficit spending to finance wars 

3. lack of a formal declaration of war by Congress 

4. Supreme Court’s role in foreign policy decision-making 

2. The Korean War 

1. represented United Nations efforts to assist nations in repelling aggressors 

2. involved unilateral military action by the United States 

3. were military defeats for the United Nations 

4. brought about lasting solutions to problems in each region 

3. Which is a valid conclusion based on United States involvement in the Korean War?

1. The policy of containment was applied in Asia as well as in Europe 

2. United Nations economic sanctions are more effective than military action. 

3. The American people will support United States participation in any war, whether declared or undeclared. 

4. United States cooperation with a wartime ally ends when the war ends. 

4. During the Korean War, what was the main reason that President Harry Truman dismissed General Douglas MacArthur as commander of the United States troops?

1. The United States had suffered many severe military losses. 

2. Congress refused to appropriate any more money to support the war. 

3. President Truman believed that General MacArthur’s conduct threatened the concept of civilian control over the military 

4. General MacArthur disobeyed President Truman by deciding to stop fighting the war. 

Quote Analysis Challenge: Read and analyze the quotes below and answer the question below.
In South Korea, the government forces were attacked by invading forces of North Korea. In these circumstances, I have ordered the US air and sea forces to give assistance to the South Korean government. We shall send American soldiers to help fight back the communists… The best chance of stopping these communist plans is to meet the attack in Korea and stop it there. Our primary objective is to contain the communist threat to the North and stop it from spreading to South Korea.”—President Truman
“Once war is forced upon us, there is no other alternative (choice) than to apply every available resource to bring it (the war) to an end. War’s very objective is victory!!! In war, indeed, there can be no substitute for victory.” –General MacArthur 

Q. How do Truman and MacArthur differ in their views on the Korean War.  EXPLAIN IN AT LEAST 5 SENTENCES.
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