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Edward R. Murrow High School


Ms. Sarno & Ms. Albu
Allen Barge, Principal

American History Semester 2
The 1920’s 
The 1920’s was a time period in America where the United States was experiencing a lot of change.

[image: image2.png]



WOMEN

August 26, 1920: The Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution became law, and women could finally vote in elections, including in the Presidential election. Young women were beginning to challenge the traditional ways. They wanted more freedom and rights. They wanted to be allowed to be educated just like men. They wanted to go out and be more independent. They wanted to go on dates that were not chaperoned by their parents. 
[image: image3.jpg]



AFRICAN AMERICANS

Also this was a time when African Americans began to also demand more rights and to explore their culture. They did not want to be held down and oppressed any longer. Rather, they began to look at their culture and celebrate their talents. They began to write about their experiences as African Americans. African Americans began to write, sing, dance and develop new styles of music that expressed and celebrated what it were like to be African American. This time period was called the Harlem Renaissance. 
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ALCOHOL AND VIOLENCE

The 1920’s was also a period of great violence. In the year 1920 the U.S. government had made it illegal to drink or sell any alcoholic beverage. This was called Prohibition. Many people began to make and sell alcohol illegally. Gangs and the Mafia (many of whom were Irish and Italian) began to sell alcohol – making them very rich. Small gangs became organized and organized criminals grew out of control. As a part of organized crime, gang members would even get local politicians and police officers to help them out – corruption was everywhere. Other people opened up speakeasies which were secret places that sold alcohol. 
INTOLERANCE AND DISCRIMINATION

Discrimination and intolerance were also big problems during the 1920’s. After WWI, the United States isolated themselves from the rest of the world. This made it easy for Americans to “hate” all foreigners (or anyone who was not a white protestant.) The KKK was gaining membership, and for many white Americans, there was a growing belief that anyone who looked and thought differently or who did not believe in Christianity was a “bad” person. There was a great amount of intolerance towards people who believed in Communism or evolution. 

NAME: ___________________________________________

BAND: ________

The Roaring 20’s 

(1920 – 1929) 
DIRECTIONS: The next few days are going to be set up a little differently. You will be working independently, in groups, and with us to complete a number of tasks or projects that all related to the 1920’s. Each task is worth a specific number of points. Every time you complete a task, you will show either Ms. Albu or Ms. Sarno the completed assignment and we sign off on your earned points. Our goal of course to make sure that you are actually learning the information which is covered in these activities; therefore, you will be required to complete specific activities. 
DO NOT LOSE THIS POINT SHEET AS IT IS PROOF OF THE WORK! IF YOU LOSE THIS SHEET, WE CAN NOT GIVE YOU CREDIT AT THE END OF THE UNIT!
	A Layer: ALL Activities marked with a ‘☻’ ARE REQUIRED. Otherwise, you select your choices.

	Objective 1: “Harlem Renaissance”- Complete Required Activities and pick ONE other activity of your choice.

	ACTIVITY OPTIONS:
	POINTS
	Points Earned
	Teacher

Initials

	☻

· Video: Watch the Harlem Renaissance “Brain Pop Video”. While watching the video, take notes because you will need to answer the following multiple choice questions.

	10 points
	
	

	☻
· African American Thinkers: Read about Marcus Garvey, Booker T. Washington, and William E.B Dubois and complete the activity on the back of the worksheet. 

	10 points

	
	

	· Music: Listen to the Billie Holiday song, “Easy Living” and read the lyrics. Once you are finished listening to the song, answer the questions on the back of the worksheet. 

	10 points
	
	

	· Poetry: Read the Langston Hughes poem “I, too, Sing America” and answer the questions on the back of the worksheet. 

	10 points
	
	

	Objective 2: The “ROARING Twenties”- Pick ONE activity of your choice.

	· Video: Watch the “Roaring 20’s” video and then, list five changes. Explain why you think it was called the “Roaring 20s’”

	10 points

	
	

	· Article: Movies, Radio, And Advertisement: “Rise of Consumerism & Mass Culture in the 1920’s” Then fill out the graphic organizer.


	10 points
	
	

	Objective 3: “Women during the 1920’s – Complete BOTH activities.

	☻
· Video: Watch the video “Flappers – The Roaring Twenties”.
Answer these questions on loose leaf: 1. What are the women wearing 2. What are the women doing to their hair? 3. How did women’s clothing change? 4. What are women doing in the 1920’s?


	10 points

	
	

	☻
· Birth Control: Read Women and Birth Control and answer the questions on the back of the worksheet. 

	10 points
	
	

	Objective 4: Prohibition and its Effects – Complete Required Activity and pick ONE other activity of your choice.

	☻
· Making Alcohol Illegal: Read the Prohibition Handout and fill out the graphic organizer
	10 points
	
	

	CONTINUE LAYER A ON THE NEXT PAGE   (

	· Underground Bars: Read about “Speakeasies”. Fill in the graphic organizer writing down facts about ‘speakeasies’.
	10 points


	
	

	· Mobsters: Read about “The Mob: Original Gangsters!” and fill in the graphic organizer. 

	10 points 
	
	

	Objective 5: Intolerance and Discrimination during the 1920’s - Pick only ONE activity.

	· Discrimination and Intolerance: Read the packet on Intolerance and Discrimination during the 1920’s and answer the multiple choice questions that follow.

	10 points


	
	

	· Intolerance Video: Watch the video on Sacco and Vanzetti, and immigration during the 1920’s, the KKK. Make a list of all the different examples of ‘intolerance’ during this time. Next to your list, describe what happened. 
	10 points
	
	

	B Layer – Apply what you know Directions: Chose TWO Activities to complete. *THE TWO ACTIVTIES CHOSEN MUST BE FROM A DIFFERENT CATEGORY!*  

	 Harlem Renaissance
· Create a 6 box children’s comic book describing the impact of African Americans on American culture during the Harlem Renaissance. Each box should describe one impact/person who contributed somehow. 
OR
· Write a letter explaining which idea—Marcus Garvey, Booker T. Washington, or W.E.B Dubois—you feel is the best.  Include specific details why you feel this idea is best suited for African Americans and explain why you disagree with the other two thinkers.  
	5 points


	
	

	The “Roaring Twenties:” Advertising & Media 

· Create a billboard advertising different “leisure” (entertainment) activities of the 1920’s.
                                                   OR

· Create a poster advertising for new inventions created in the 1920’s. For example: radio, movies, refrigerators, etc. Explain the benefits of buying or going to these places. 

	5 points
	
	

	Women in the 1920’s 

· Write a letter to a newspaper editor complaining about the changes happening to during the 1920’s. In your letter you must mention: What are the women wearing? What are the women doing to their hair? How did women’s clothing change over time? What new things are women doing in the 1920’s?
OR
· Create a pamphlet (brochure) advertising the services Margaret Sanger offered at her Clinic. Why is she offering these services? What is she worried about? Is it legal for her to offer these services?
	5 points
	
	

	Alcohol and Prohibition
· Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper in either support for or against Prohibition. Be sure to give the argument of both sides and explain why your side is better for the country. You must include how prohibition affected the lives of people during the 1920s. 
OR

· Create a “WANTED!” flyer describing which mob member the FBI is looking for. What did he do? Why did he do it? How did he do it? Why is it important to catch him? 
OR
CONTINUE LAYER B ON THE NEXT PAGE   (
· Create a flyer advertising Friday night’s speak-easy event. Why should people go? What will they do there? Use some of the new vocabulary words you read about.  

	5 points
	
	

	    Intolerance and Discrimination 

· Do you think our country still is intolerant of people’s idea and beliefs? Compare society today to the events in this section: The Red Scare, the KKK, the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti and The Scope Trials? (ONE PAGE)
OR

· Make a sign protesting a specific kind of Intolerance in the 1920’s.  You should explain why you feel the actions taken by specific people/group are wrong.

	5 points
	
	

	TOTAL POINTS FOR LAYER A + B =
	                          /100

	C Layer Congratulations you are almost done (100 points) *SEPARATE RUBRIC TO FOLLOW!*

	Directions: This is your final SEMESTER PROJECT essay. We will start to type it in class. Complete as much of it as possible in class. 
  

	Theme: Change in American Society

Task: 

For this essay select two of the changes: increased popularity and pride in African American Culture (Harlem Renaissance), increased consumerism, role of women in society, increased in crime and violence, and increased discrimination (Intolerance).
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Throughout American History, the nation has changed. The 1920’s was a significant time which made a tremendous impact on the social, economic and political life for American Society.








Identify two changes in American society which occurred in the 1920’s and have had a significant impact on American life and for each:





Discuss the cause of this change


Describe the change


Evaluate how this change impacted (effected) American Society








