MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR DBQ

DID THE MEXICAN AMERICAN WAR RESULT IN VICTORY FOR THE U.S.?
DOCUMENT 1:

DOCUMENT 2: Arguments For and Against War

“I ordered U.S. troops to go between the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers.  This was necessary because Mexico had threatened and was preparing to make an invasion of Texas.  Mexico planned the invasion because Texas has joined America.  Because Texas is no part of America, it is our duty to protect her land and her citizens...  The Mexican army at Matamoros took aggressive actions against our soldiers...  Mexico has passed beyond its boundaries and into the land of the U.S.  Mexico has injured Americans on American land.  Mexico says that war has started between our two nations...  Because of what Mexico has done, we must do our patriotic duty and fight for our country.”

--President Polk Requests a Declaration of War, 1846

 “We can easily beat the armies of Mexico.  We can conquer and add their territory, but what comes after that?  Haven’t we learned anything from history?  Greece and Rome tried to expand their empires by conquering more land, and they both were ruined by it.  Gaining more land will not give us more freedom, liberty, or democracy.”
--Horace Greeley of New York Protests the War, 1846
DOCUMENT 3: President Polk Speaks of the Success of the War
“The great results which have been developed and brought to light by this war will be of immeasurable importance in the future progress of our country... The Mississippi, so lately the frontier of our country, is now only the center.  With the addition of the late acquisition the United States are now estimated to be nearly as large as the whole of Europe.  New Mexico is known to contain much fertile land, to abound mines of the precious metals and to be capable of sustaining a large population.  Upper California, irrespective of the vast mineral wealth recently developed there, holds to this day, in point of value and importance to the rest of the Union, the same relation as Louisiana when that fine territory was acquired from France forty five years ago...  From this position, it must command the rich commerce of China, or Asia, of the islands of the Pacific, of western Mexico, of Central America, the South American states, and of the Russian possessions bordering that ocean... The acquisition of California and New Mexico, the settlement of the Oregon country and the annexation of Texas extending to the Rio Grande are results which, combined, are of greater consequence and will add more to the strength and wealth of the nation than any which preceded them since the adoption of the Constitution.”
--President James K. Polk, 4th Annual Message of Congress, December 5, 1848

DOCUMENT 4: Newspapers Comment on the Mexican American War
“We regard with distrust and apprehension the proposed vast acquisition of territory by the United States.  So far from paying millions of dollars for it, we have not the smallest doubt that the acquisition will entail mischiefs upon this country which no supposed advantages to be derived from it will compensate, now and ever...”
--Washington Daily National Intelligence 
(Whig Newspaper), 1848

“It is true that the war has cost us millions of dollars, and, what is far more precious, the lives of some of our noblest citizens.  But what advantages has it not obtained for us?  It has covered us with glory.  It has extended our fame to the remotest corners of the earth... Have we not driven back the insolent enemy, who invaded Texas and shed the blood of our citizens upon our soil?  They will be stripped of a large portion of their territory...  Will not the lessons they have learned operate as a ‘security for the future’?”
--Washington Daily Union (Democratic Newspaper), 1848

DOCUMENT 5: Wilmot Proviso

“Provided, That, as express and fundamental condition to the acquisition of any territory from the Republic of Mexico by the United States, by virtue of any treaty which may be negotiated between them...neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall even exist in any part of said territory...”

--Proposed by Pennsylvania Representative David Wilmot, 1846

The Wilmot Proviso passed the House of Representatives twice but was defeated in the Senate.

DOCUMENT 6: North v. South

“The object of the bold measure of annexation [of Texas] was not only to extend slavery, but to strengthen ‘Slave Power.’  The same object is now proposed by the Mexican War.  This is another link in the gigantic chain by which our country and the Constitution are to be bound to the ‘Slave Power.’  This has been proclaimed in public journals.  The following passage from the Charleston Courier (S.C.) avows it:  ‘Every battle fought in Mexico, and every dollar spent there, but insures the acquisition of territory which must widen the field of Southern enterprise and power in the future.  And the final result will be to readjust the balance of power in the confederacy, so as to give us control over the operation of government in all time to come.’  ...Resolved, that such a way of conquest, so hateful in its objects, so wanton, unjust, and unconstitutional in its origin and character, must be regarded as a war against freedom, against our Constitution, against justice, and against the Free States of the U.S.”

--Resolutions of the Massachusetts Legislature on the War with Mexico, 1847

“I do not, then, hesitate to avow before this House and the country, and in the presence of the living God, that if by your legislation [Wilmot Proviso] you [Northerners] seek to drive us from the territories of California and New Mexico, purchased by the common blood and treasure of the whole people...thereby attempting to fix a national degradation upon half the states of this Confederacy, I am for disunion...  The Territories are the common property of the people of the United States, purchased by their common blood and treasure.  You [the Congress] are their common agents.  It is your duty, while they are in a territorial state, to remove all impediments to their free enjoyment by all sections and people of the Union, the slaveholder and the non-slaveholder...”

--Representative Robert Toombs of Georgia, 1849
DOCUMENT 7:
 Statistics on the Mexican American War

1,721 died from wounds

11,255 died from disease

4,102 wounded

