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American History Semester 2
 WWII- American Neutrality and Entry 

I. Introduction

The Great Depression did more than just upset people’s lives and the world’s economy. It destroyed the peace. The chaos and anger of people in the Depression year created a world of extremists and radicals around the world, such as in Germany, Italy, and Japan.  In the United States, the strong isolationist mood of the 1920s continued. As war clouds gathered overseas, Americans were determined to keep from becoming involved in war.
DIRECTIONS: Read through the different policies and events that took place during WWII and decide to what extent the U.S. is staying neutral.  BE SURE TO EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWERS USING YOUR OWN WORDS!
	POLICIES AND EVENTS BEFORE WWII
	TO WHAT EXTENT IS THE U.S. STAYING NEUTRAL? EXPLAIN

	Neutrality Acts
In 1935, the U.S. Congress passed the first series of Neutrality Acts.  The Neutrality Acts of 1935-1937 stated that the U.S. would not send guns or loan money to countries at war, but could sell nonmilitary goods (food, etc.) to countries at war.  These countries had to pay cash and carry the goods on their own ships.  However, in 1938, the United States changed its Neutrality Laws to help out England and France fight Germany.  The laws now stated that the U.S. could sell guns to a country at war if the country pays in cash and carries goods on its own ships.


	

	Lend-Lease

Two years into the war, England and France were badly damaged. Soldiers and supplies for the Allied forces were low and they needed more weapons, food, and other supplies. Many Americans did not want to go to war or to help the Allied Powers because they wanted to stay neutral. They believed that lending the British and French supplies would be getting involved and the U.S. could not afford to lend money. FDR came up with the idea that the U.S. would lend or lease (rent) the weapons to the Allied Powers and collect money later.


	

	Embargo Act
The Japanese was starting to take over different countries such as China.  In September 1940, the Japanese signed an alliance with Germany and Italy.  To stop Japanese aggression, the U.S. refused to sell oil and scrap metal to Japan. This was called an “embargo” (when the US refuses to trade with someone). This angered the Japanese because they badly needed these resources for the war. Japan asked the U.S. to lift its trade embargo. The U.S. called on Japan to withdraw its armies from China and Southeast Asia, neither side would compromise. 
	


DIRECTIONS: Read through the different quotes below.  Decide which you agree with and respond below.
FDR’s Quarantine Speech (October 1937)

“Innocent people are being cruelly sacrificed to a greed for power…Let no one imagine that American will escape…there is no escape through isolation or neutrality…war is a disease and unfortunately this epidemic of lawlessness is spreading. Today, I call for a quarantine (put away) against spreading. Today, I call for a quarantine (put it away) against this disease and of those that threaten world peace.”

FDR’s Arsenal of Democracy (Dec. 29, 1940)

“If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control high seas—and they will be in a position to bring enormous military and naval resources against this hemisphere (Western Hemisphere America)… We would be living at the point of a gun—a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic as well as military.”
Senator Taft’s Speech to Senate

“This is not our war; we did not start it. We were not asked of our opinion.  We have not been told what the ultimate aims of the people are after Hitler is defeated.  There is only one policy which can keep this country a peaceful country.  That policy is to recognize the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean as our boundaries, and to defend these oceans.  WE can defend the Atlantic Ocean far more easily than we can defend the English Channel.  Furthermore, the difficulty of attacking us across the Atlantic Ocean is so great that no enemy will consider attacking us if we maintain a strong navy and air force.”

Senator Wheeler’s Anti-Lend Lease

“Approval of this aid (help) means war. I therefore ask the American public, before they accept, was the last war (WWI) worth it? Should we get involved in another bloody war?”
Student Response:

President FDR’s/Senator Wheeler’s/Senator Taft’s (choose one) opinion on WWII is the best.  This is because he says that _________________________________________________________________. This is right because _____________________________________________________.  The other two men’s opinions are not the best option because they state _______________________________________________________________________

And this is wrong because ______________________________________________________________________. Overall, it is best that America goes to war/stays neutral (choose one) because ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________.
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Japan Attacks Pearl Harbor

On Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, the American Pacific fleet was peacefully anchored at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Suddenly, Japanese planes swept through the sky. In less than two hours, they sank or seriously damaged 19 American ships, destroyed almost 200 places, and killed about 2,400 people.
Roosevelt Addresses Congress

The day after Pearl Harbor was attacked, FDR addressed Congress. “Yesterday, December 7, 1941—at date which will live in infamy”, he began. He told Congress and the nation:


“No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated [planned] invasion, the American people, in their righteous [good] might [strength], will win absolute victory.”

Q. Should the event Pearl Harbor ultimately decide if the U.S. should go to war? EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.
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