New Deal – DBQ
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the template at the end of this handout using information in the following documents.  Then, write a well organized 4 body paragraph essay using AT LEAST 4 documents answering the essay task below.

Historical Context:
When FDR was elected president in 1932, he faced a nation in trouble.  The Great Depression left people poor, unemployed and homeless while destroying businesses across the country.  FDR began a series of programs to help put an end to the Great Depression in America.

Document 1 - Election of FDR 
“At the beginning of March, the country was in such a state of confused desperation…In one week, the nation, which had lost confidence in everything and everybody, has regained confidence in the government and in itself.”
 -Historian Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Talks About the Election of FDR in 1933

	Presidential Election Results 

	1932
	1936
	1940
	1944

	FDR                 57%

H.  Hoover       39
	FDR                   60%

Alfred Landon    36%


	FDR                     54%

Wendell Wilkie    44% 


	FDR                     53%

Thomas Dewey   45%



____________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2 - African Americans and Women

40% of the nations African Americans received help through New Deal program. However, discrimination and lynching still existed and increased through the 1930s. In addition, many jobs that were created in FDR’s New Deal programs would not hire women. However, more women began to get political positions, such Francis Perkins, who became the U.S. Secretary of Labor from 1933 to 1945, and the first woman appointed to the U.S. Cabinet (give advice to the president on issues).
____________________________________________________________________________________________

	Unemployment Rates from 1929-1941

	1929
	3.2%

	1930
	8.7%

	1931
	15.9%

	1932
	23.6%

	1933
	24.9%

	1934
	21.7%

	1935
	20.1%

	1936
	16.9%

	1937
	14.3%

	1938
	19.0%

	1939
	17.2%

	1940
	14.6%

	1941
	9.9%


Document 3 – Unemployment Rates
Document 4 - Federal Spending (How much money the government spends) 

	Federal Government Spending 
In Billions of Dollars

	Year
	Total National Debt

	1929
	16.9

	1930
	16.1

	1931
	16.8

	1932
	19.4

	1933
	22.5

	1934
	27.0

	1935
	28.7

	1936
	33.7

	1937
	36.4

	1938
	37.1

	1939
	40.4

	1940
	42.9

	1941
	48.9


____________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 5 - Social Security

“At the insistence of the President, Congress, in 1935, began a series of Social Security Acts that would provide pensions for the aged, unemployment insurance, benefit payments to the blind, to dependent mothers, and to crippled children . . . The social security programs soon had total support of the people.”







                                          - Allan Nevins, historian 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 6 - FDR Tries to Pack the Court: 
“What is my proposal? It is simply this: whenever a judge of any federal court has reached the age of 70 and does not retire, a new member shall be appointed (picked) by the president in office, with the approval of the Senate.  The plan has two purposes. I hope first, by bringing into the judicial system a steady and continuing stream of new and younger blood, I hope to make the process more speedy and less costly.  Secondly, to bring to a decision of social and economic problems younger men who have had the personal experience and contact with modern facts and circumstances (situations) under which average men have to live and work.” 

-Franklin D. Roosevelt, fireside chat -March 1937, talks about his plan to pack the court. 
Essay Task: 


Discuss one positive and one negative thing about FDR’s New Deal 


Evaluate whether or not FDR’s New Deal Program was positive or negative for America.











