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American History Semester 2
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal

I. Introduction 

When Franklin Delano Roosevelt became president in 1933, nearly all of the institutions that kept the American economy working were broken. Banks, farms, factories, and trade had all failed. The United States was in the middle of the Great Depression and the job of Roosevelt was to get the country out of this economic crisis. Roosevelt’s biggest task was to restart the American economy and restore faith back in the economic system. Not only did Roosevelt need to fix the way government operated, but he also needed to restore the people’s confidence. 

It was now believed that the federal government’s responsibility was to look after the nation’s well-being. His plan was called the New Deal and had three parts; to provide relief to the people of the United States, to help some of the business recover and get better after the Great Depression and to reform or change parts of the government in order to protect the people of the United States.  

II. How did the New Deal help America get out of the Great Depression?

	NEW DEAL LEGISLATION
	How does this benefit America? 

	Relief:
	Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC)
	Provided work to over 2.5 million young men doing nature conservation between1933-1941.
	

	
	Public Works Administration (PWA)
	Used government money for infrastructure (construction projects that helped build up the country), which in turn created jobs.  Ran from 1933-1939.
	

	
	Works Progress Administration (WPA)
	Another government sponsored work program.  This one ran from 1935-1943 and included not only construction jobs and public works, but also offered work to musicians, writers, and artists, who drew, took photos, or wrote about other New Deal Projects taking place.
	

	Recovery:
	Federal Housing Administration (FHA)


	Created to guarantee mortgages (loans given by bank to people who have to pay it back plus interest) at a 10% interest rate for 20 or 30 years.  They made sure that housing was affordable for people and also provide funds to build low-income housing

	

	
	Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)
	Created in 1933, the TVA provided jobs, inexpensive electricity, and protection from floods throughout large parts of the south.
	

	
	First & Second Agricultural Acts(AAA)
	Aimed at controlling production to keep prices at reasonable levels, the government paid farmers to destroy crops and animals to limit production.  Declared unconstitutional in 1936, the 2nd AAA was written to do mostly the same thing.
	

	Reform:
	Securities Exchange Act (1934)
	Created the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) which could regulate (control) stock exchanges and investment advisors.  They could follow legal action against fraudulent (dishonest) acts.
	

	
	Social Security Act (1935)
	Provides for old age insurance, unemployment insurance, also helped the infirm (sick), elderly, and those with disabilities.  Funds were provided though a tax on employers and employees.
	


Activity: After reading about FDR’s New Deal, choose a program that you are most interested in.  Find pictures from the magazines provided and create a mural and glue them onto the index cards.  On the back of the index card fill in the template that is on the PowerPoint. 
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American History Semester 2
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Presidency
I. Introduction

During FDR’s presidency, he created many New Deal programs that helped Americans and society.  Although these programs aimed at helping unemployment and improving conditions, not everyone agreed that FDR’s programs were in the best interest of everyone.  Some felt that he was letting the government have too much power and that some of his programs were unconstitutional (go against the Constitution).
DIRECTIONS: Read through the different actions of FDR’s presidency and evaluate (E, G, S, F and explanation).  

	Actions of FDR
	Evaluation 

	African Americans

During the Great Depression, African Americans jobs were taken away and given to whites.  Fifty percent of blacks were unemployed.  They were also discriminated against. For example, the Social Security Act which stated that workers could pay into a federal social security fund and then when they retired they would be allowed to get Social Security benefits. However, people who worked on farms or as domestic servants (jobs mostly held by African Americans) were excluded from Social Security. In addition, Roosevelt did not want to upset southerners, so the New Deal work programs supported Jim Crow Laws, which segregated blacks and whites.
	As a grade, I give FDR a/an ____ because

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________



	Women
During FDR’s presidency, schools closed down and teachers (mostly jobs held by women) were out of work. Married women were the first to lose their jobs because it was thought that a keeping a man working was more important. Many of the work programs created through the New Deal were construction projects for men. Some programs were not even open to women. This left women to take jobs that paid less. The government also began to control wages and hours; however, even minimum wage worked against women. Minimum wage was created to protected workers; however, women’s professions were not required to pay as much as jobs that hired men.  


	As a grade, I give FDR a/an ____ because

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________



	Court Packing 

FDR had a plan to make the federal courts bigger. He wanted to raise number of Justices (judges) on the Supreme Court from 9 to 15. This would allow FDR to hire 6 new judges who supported his programs. Both supporters and critics of the New Deal accused him of trying to “pack” the Court with Justices who supported his views. They saw his move as a threat to separation of powers (each branch has a job and they check the other branches from being too powerful). FDR fought for this plan for 6 months, but finally stopped. Still, in the end, FDR got the Supreme Court majority he wanted without a battle. One of the Justices who voted against many New Deal laws changed his views and another retired.  Roosevelt filled his place with a new Justice who was favorable to his programs. 


	As a grade, I give FDR a/an ____ because

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________



	United States v. Butler & Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States
In 1935, the Supreme Court ruled that FDR’s New Deal Programs, the National Industrial Recovery Act and Agricultural Adjustment Act, were illegal.  This program was to help business leaders create and put into effect codes that controlled prices, wages, and other matters.  The Court believed that it gave too much power to the president and business groups because it was controlling what farmers can and cannot do. 
	As a grade, I give FDR a/an ____ because

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________




Directions: After learning about FDR’s New Deal Programs yesterday and today learning about other actions he took as president, evaluate if his presidency.  USE THE TEMPLATE AND WRITE YOUR RESPONSE ON THE “ANSWER THE AIM SHEET” PROVIDED.

FDR was a good/bad (choose one) president.  This is because of certain actions he took.  For example, FDR was a good/bad (choose one) president because he ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________.

He also did __________________________________________________________________________________.

Even though some of his actions were good/bad (circle the opposite from the ones you circle above), for example, FDR did______________________________________________________________________________

and _______________________________________________________________________________ other actions taken as president outweighed this, such as _________________________________________________
_____________________________________ and _________________________________________________.  
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