Transition Devices

Transitions are devices that reveal relationships between your sentences, paragraphs and ideas. 

Transitions help you, as the writer, to remain on track, and more importantly, they serve as  signposts for the reader to show him or her exactly where you are going. 

It is critical that you be absolutely clear what the relationship is that you are trying to express. 

Then, choose the appropriate word or phrase. Here are some examples of the kinds of relationships you might show and what transitions will accomplish this for you. 

CONSEQUENCE: therefore, then, thus, accordingly, as a result, consequently 

SIMILARITY: similarly, likewise 

COMPARISON: in comparison, by comparison, compared to 

CONTRAST: however, but, yet, nevertheless, on the other hand, on the  contrary, in contrast, whereas, except, conversely, meanwhile,  although 

SUPPLEMENTATION: in addition, further, furthermore, also, moreover, again, beside, next 

EXAMPLE: for instance, for example, in this case, in this situation, to demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration 

CONCESSION: to be sure, granted, although, though, while, of course, it is true 

INSISTENCE: anyway, indeed, in fact 

SEQUENCE: first, second, third, finally, afterward, subsequently, consequently, hence, next, following 

RESTATEMENT: that is, in other words 

SUMMARY: in conclusion, all in all, to summarize, all these, all together, in sum, in summary, on the whole, in brief, in short, therefore, accordingly, as a result, thus 

TIME: afterward, later, earlier, formerly, at the same time, simultaneously, so far, until now, this time, subsequently 

PURPOSE: in or to, in order that, so that 

RESTRICTION: provided that, in case that 
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Examples of Quoting, Paraphrasing and Summarizing

Referring to the works of other authors in your work lends credence to your writing. It shows that you’ve read pertinent material, it shows that others share your views, and it places your writing in a greater context. However, you must clearly differentiate your ideas and words from those of other authors. When you use someone else’s words, you quote, when you use someone else’s ideas, you paraphrase or summarize. Below are examples of each. 

Original: 

I’m convinced that fear is at the root of most bad writing. If one is writing for one’s own pleasure, that fear may be mild – timidity is the word I’ve used here. If, however, one is working under a deadline – a school paper, a newspaper article, the SAT writing sample – that fear may be intense. Dumbo got airborne with the help of a magic feather; you may feel the urge to grasp a passive verb or one of those nasty adverbs for the same reason. Just remember before you do that Dumbo didn’t need the feather; the magic was in him. You probably do know what you are talking about, and can safely energize your prose with active verbs. 

Stephen King, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft, 127-128. 

Quoting: When you quote someone, you use the author’s exact words. 

In his book On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft, Stephen King offers his personal views on writing: “I’m convinced that fear is at the root of most bad writing.” 

Paraphrasing: When you paraphrase someone, you use your words to convey another author’s ideas. The words and the sentence structure must all be yours. 

 Acceptable: 

Stephen King blames fear for the overuse of adverbs and passive verbs, hallmarks of 

bad writing, and he encourages fledgling writers not to resort to using such devices as a crutch.

 Unacceptable: 

 Stephen King is convinced that fear is at the root of bad writing and encourages writers to energize prose with active verbs. 

The words in bold in the above unacceptable example are exactly as King wrote them. They have not been changed therefore they are plagiarized. Simply eliminating one or two words is not paraphrasing. 
Summarizing: To summarize is to condense ideas into fewer words and with fewer details. A paragraph, page, or even a chapter, might be summarized in a single sentence. Be sure your summary accurately conveys the author’s message. 

Accurate: 

For Stephen King, fear yields bad writing. 

 Inaccurate: 

Stephen King says students should be afraid of writing the SAT writing sample. 
King acknowledges that students often are afraid of writing the SAT essay. He does not claim that they should be. The point he is trying to make in this passage is about fear and poor writing. The SAT is mentioned only as an example of what types of writing tasks make writers afraid. 
Examples of quoting, paraphrasing and summarizing from National University’s Writing Center at: k55.nu.edu/resources/NU/collateral/ uploadedFiles/quotParaphSum.pdf.

