1920’s: Prohibition- Making Alcohol Illegal
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For nearly a century, reformers (people who try to make society better) had worked together to ban alcoholic beverages. They finally achieved this when the states ratified (approved) the 18th Amendment in January 1919. One year later, alcohol was banned and Prohibition went into effect. 

In 1920, alcohol abuse was serious problem. Prohibition was intended to improve, even to refine (purify and make better), the lives of all Americans, to protect individuals, families, and society at large from the devastating (upsetting) effects of alcohol abuse. Many women reformers were concerned about alcohol. Due to alcohol consumption (drinking), husbands were beating their wives and abusing their children. Even industrialists (big business men), such as Henry Ford, were concerned about the impact of drinking on labor productivity (making goods). Those who wanted to ban alcohol argued that outlawing drinking would eliminate corruption in government (Many government officials opened bars and gave free or sold liquor cheaply to customers to get votes.) and help Americanize immigrants.  

Many Americans hoped the ban on liquor would improve American life. In fact, the ban did have some positive effects. Alcoholism declined during Prohibition; however in the end, it did not work. After a while, more Americans began to think that Prohibition was a mistake. The ban reduced drinking, but never stopped it and people were disrespecting the law, such as buying liquor at speakeasies (underground bars).  By the end of the decade, Americans were calling for a repeal, or cancellation, of Prohibition.  In 1933, the states ratified the 21st Amendment, which repealed the 18th Amendment.
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	Prohibition in the 1920’s

	Define the following key words: 
	Prohibition:

18th Amendment:

Repeal: 

21st Amendment: 



	Causes:
What complaints did people have about Americans drink alcohol that they wanted ban selling and drinking alcohol?

 
	

	Effects: 

As a result of prohibition, what happened? 


	


Why did Prohibition fail?


Americans found ways to get around the law- organized crime (THE MOB)


Manufactured their own alcohol in homemade stills


Smuggled liquor from Canada and Caribbean (bootleggers) 


Illegal bars (speak-easies) open in cities/towns
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Al Capone was a famous bootlegger, gangster, in this time period.








