Speakeasies (Speak Easy): A Way to Get Alcohol 
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Almost immediately after Prohibition (alcohol became illegal to sell or consume) went into effect, underground bars called “speakeasies” sprung up.

Speakeasies were very plain on the outside, and were sometimes even located behind the storefront of a legitimate (legal) business. Patrons (customers) needed a secret password or knock to get in.

Illegal Liquor

There were speakeasies in almost every community, serving up all the illegal alcohol their customers wanted. Some featured jazz bands and gambling as well.

Before Prohibition was passed, it would have been in extremely poor taste for a woman to be seen in a saloon (bar). However, in the 1920’s, women flocked to speakeasies.

The cost of alcoholic drinks increased. What used to cost a nickel, now sold for fifty cents. Most of the liquor sold was either poor quality or watered down, so “cocktails” became popular. People would add ginger ale, tonic water, or fruit juices to cover up the bad taste of the alcohol. Cocktail parties became a new and popular way to risking a raid (getting busted) at a speakeasy. 

Other Ways to Get Alcohol

People who could not afford black market booze (buying it illegally) often learned to make it themselves. They mixed different things, such as hair tonic, aftershave lotions, and over the counter medications, which often resulted in death.

New Words in the 1920’s

New words were created in the 1920’s that related to alcohol and Prohibition. Some were the following:

· Moonshiners: produced of homemade distilled spirits

· Rumrunners: alcohol smugglers
· Bootleggers: alcohol distributors 

· Bathtub Gin: gin made in the bathtub

Slant Words for Alcohol 







· Coffin varnish






· White mule

· Horse liniment

· Monkey rum

· Panther sweat

· Rot gut

Slang Words for Getting Drunk:

· Oiled

· Fried

· Tight

· Corked 

· Tanked 

· Lit up like a Christmas tree
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