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[image: image2.jpg]LUSITANIA S UNK BY A SUEMARINE PRDEABLY 1,260 DEAD
TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN 15 MINUTE:
CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING;
WASHINGTON BELIEVES THAT A GRAVE CRISIS IS AT HAND
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DOCUMENT 4



During WWI, the Central Powers (Germany, Austria- Hungary, & Italy) fought against the Allied Powers (Britain, France, & Russia).  America stayed neutral; however, they began to trade with Britain, providing them with food, guns, and other needed supplies.  America refused to trade with Germany.  In order to trade with Britain, American ships continued to sail into German controlled waters. America believed that the sea should be war free and not controlled by any one country-“freedom of the seas”.  The Germans complained that Americans helped the Allies by selling them weapons and loaning them money. The Germans said that Americans were not really neutral at all. 








Germany and England did not want American trading with the other, so they set up war zones. Britain blockaded German ports, hoping that Germany would surrender. In response, Germany set up blockades around Britain. They used a powerful new weapon—submarines known as U-boats. German U-boats attacked any ship, by using torpedoes that entered or left British ports. This meant that not only enemy ships were harmed, but neutral ships would also be attacked. 





On May 7, 1915, a German submarine torpedoed the Lusitania, a British passenger ship.  Nearly 1,200 people died, including 128 Americans. President Wilson was angry and threatened Germany to break off ties if Germany did not stop sinking passenger ships. Germany was not ready to strengthen its Allies by drawing the U.S. into the war. Germany agreed before attacking any ship, U-boats would surface and give warning. 








During WWI, Belgium was a neutral country.  Germany wanted to defeat France quickly.  They thought the best way to attack was to go through Belgium.  Belgium refused to let Germany through, but the Germans ignored them.  Germany invaded Belgium and attacked citizens and destroyed houses and buildings.  As a result, 6,000 Belgians were killed and 25,000 homes were destroyed.  This horrified the world because Germany ignored the rights of a neutral country, which went against international law.  





In 1917, Germany sent a message to Mexico called the Zimmerman Telegram.  The British decoded the message and told the United States.  The message said the following:





“We are planning to start unrestricted (unlimited) submarine warfare on February 1. We will try to keep the U.S. neutral. If we are not successful in keeping the U.S. neutral, then we will make this proposal to Mexico: we should make war together, make peace together, give generous economic help to Mexico, and when the war is over (and the U.S. is defeated), Mexico will be given its lost lands of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona…





Please let the President of Mexico know that once unrestricted submarine warfare starts, England will be forced to surrender in a few months.”





(Germany Sends a Telegram to Mexico – The Zimmerman Telegram (1917)











