Women and Birth Control
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Margaret Sanger devoted (dedicated) her life to legalizing birth control and making it universally available for women. The ‘Comstock Act’ existed when she was a young girl—it made it illegal (not allowed) to learn or talk about birth control. Margaret Sanger believed that the only way to change the law as to break it. Starting in the 1910’s, Sanger actively challenged federal and state Comstock laws to bring birth control information and contraceptive devices to women. Her ambition was to find the perfect contraceptive (birth control) to relieve women from the horrible strain of repeated, unwanted pregnancies. 

Tragedy Leads to Commitment
Sanger’s commitment to birth control sprung from personal tragedy. One of eleven children born to a working class Irish Catholic family in Corning, New York, at age nineteen Margaret watched her mother die of tuberculosis. Just 50 years old, her mother had wasted away from the strain of eleven childbirths and seven miscarriages. Facing her father over her mother’s coffin, Margaret lashed out, “You caused this. Mother is dead from having too many children.”

Nurses Botched (Poorly Done) Abortions 

Determined to escape her mother’s fate (outcome), Sanger fled Corning to attend nursing school in the Catskills. Eventually, she found work in New York City as a visiting nurse on the Lower East Side. It was there that Sanger saw that many poor, immigrant women had the same experience as she did. Lacking (missing) effective contraceptives, many women, when face with another unwanted pregnancy, resorted to $5 back-alley abortions. It was after these botched (poorly done) abortions that Sanger was usually called in to care for the women. After experiencing many women’s trauma and suffering, Sanger began to shift her attention from nursing to the need for better contraceptives.
Anger Turns to Militancy (Aggressive)

Although married and the mother of three children, Sanger devoted her time to the mission. Sanger’s anger turned into militancy. In 1914, she coined (created) the term “birth control” and began to provide women with information and contraceptives. Indicted (accused) in 1915 for sending diaphragms (a form of birth control) through the mail and arrested in 1916 for opening the first birth control clinic in the country, Sanger would not be discouraged. In 1921, she founded the American Birth Control League, the precursor (originator) to the Planned Parenthood Federation, and spent her next three decades campaigning to bring safe and effective birth control into the American mainstream.

Still More to Do
By the 1950’s, many women won legal victories, but Sanger wanted to do more. Sanger wanted to make more options of birth control available to women. The diaphragm was effective, but it cost a lot of money and many women were embarrassed to use it. 

A “Magic” Pill

Margaret Sanger was tired of waiting for science to come up with a pill as a contraceptive. She looked for someone who could make a pill that was as easy as taking an aspirin. She wanted the pill to be cheap and sage for females. Sanger finally accomplished her life long goal of a pill and later to see that the Supreme Court case Griswold v. Connecticut, made contraception (birth control) legal.
Questions: Margaret Sanger

1. What is birth control? 








































2. Why was birth control illegal? 


































































3a. What did Margaret Sanger do? 























































3b. Why did she do it? 
























































3C. What was the outcome of her actions?




































































